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G R A D U A T I O N 

C E R E M O N Y
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C O L L E G E  O F  D E N T A L  M E D I C I N E



G R A D U A T E  P R O C E S S I O N

W ELCO M E
Christian S. Stohler, DMD, DrMedDent
Professor and Dean of the College of Dental Medicine 
Senior Vice President, Columbia University Irving Medical Center

GR EE T I N G
Lee Goldman, MD
Harold and Margaret Hatch Professor of the University 
Dean of the Faculties of Health Sciences and Medicine 
Chief Executive, Columbia University Irving Medical Center

R EM A R K S
Thomas M. Hoopes II, DDS
President of the Class of 2020

Thomas Boyle, DMD
Assistant Professor of Dental Medicine at CUMC, Division of Operative Dentistry 
Recipient, Edward V. Zegarelli Teaching Award

Sandra Bernal Garcia, MA
Associate Dean for Student Affairs

AWA R D I N G  O F  T H E  D I PLO M A S
Dana Wolf, DMD, MS
Associate Dean for Predoctoral Academic Affairs 
Associate Professor of Dental Medicine at CUMC, Division of Periodontics

OAT H  F O R  T H E  PR O FE SS I O N
Letty Moss-Salentijn, DDS, PhD
Vice Dean for Curriculum Innovation and Interprofessional Education 
Edward V. Zegarelli Professor of Dental Medicine in Anatomy and Cell Biology

CLOS I N G  A N D  V I R T UA L  TOA S T
Dana Wolf, DMD, MS



C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 0  Doctor of Dental Surgery Degree

Amanda B. Abrams

Farihah J. Ahmed

Ashleigh D. Alex

Michael B. Ashley

Samantha A. Azadian

Jessica A. Begley

Elizabeth Berg

Saahil D. Brahmbhatt

Juliana K. Braswell

Kyle K. Cameron

Yong-Jin M. Chang

Amy A. Cobos

Michael W. Cruciger

Allison J. DeRenzi

Adam T. Ellenthal

Ngozi A. Erondu

Julia K. Escobar

Elise C. Esposito

Taylor R. Finn

Gabriel Alberto Garcia

Christopher J. Garofalo

Jeremy Glick

Matthew D. Goranson

Christopher Ian Gough

Kelly E. Granger

Cale J. Grenillo-Weaver

Olivia C. Griswold

Courtney D. Haron

Christopher Hart

Thomas M. Hoopes II

Tyler B. Jacobs

Zakai S. Jacobson

Sophia G. Jelke

Ravneet Kaur Kalra

Joseph Y. Kim

Johnny J. Kim

Sean S. Kim

Joel A. Krejmas

Anthony Lawrence

Seth A. Levitin

Maia Y. Levy

Jeffrey M. Luchetti

Sumeet Minhas

Nancy Mo

Paula M. Muñoz

Simar Nagyal

Sanjay I. Naraine

Daniel Simon Nassimi

Ngobitak Ndiwane

Joo Young Nho

Mara Deborah Nobel

Gabriella Leora Noveck

Christina Denise Nuñez

Jasmine Oghaz

Roxanne Oghaz

Bari Jessica Padover

SunJoo (Sunny) Paik

Susan Park

Lina Maria Patino

Gretel Pellegrini

Nathaniel P. Powers

Matthew Taylor Raso

Robert Lincoln Rhodes II

Taylor J. Ringgold

Michelle S. Roh

Rachel Z. Sarraf

Justin J. Sedaghat

Kavita Sharma

Aaron P. Shea

Rene A. Shin

Hazem Shuaeib

May Lynn Siu

Michelle P. Skettini

Ali Sohraby

Aadel Soleymani

Brian L. Sonnenberg

Jason Steiner

Anna Szentirmai

Sravanthi Tapal

Julia Tepper

Tran Anh Tuan

Jennifer Vargas

Megan Vats

Alan Vazquez

Jeeva Venkataraman

Maria Vlock

Mark Ziggy Vrana

Olga Yampolsky

Sharon Yi

Mariam Zade

Qingcong Zeng



S T U D E N T  A W A R D S

AWA R DS  O F  D IS T IN GU ISH E D  ME R IT
The following awards are presented to students who have demonstrated excellence in 

academic achievement, leadership and/or service

NE W YOR K AC A DEM Y OF DENT IS TR Y 

E X EMPL A RY PRO FESS ION A L COND U C T AWA R D

Christopher J. Garofalo

EL L A M A R IE  E W EL L  AWA R D

for distinguished service to fellow students

Allison J. DeRenzi

COL L EGE OF DENTA L  MEDIC INE L E A DERSHIP  AWA R D

Thomas M. Hoopes II

COL L EGE OF DENTA L  MEDIC INE  

N AT ION A L S T U DENT L E A DERSHIP  AWA R D

Saahil D. Brahmbhatt

THE C A MPBEL L  AWA R D

for leadership and Columbia spirit

Olivia C. Griswold

OMICRON K A PPA UPS ILON K E Y

for outstanding scholarship

Saahil D. Brahmbhatt
Juliana K. Braswell
Olivia C. Griswold
Sophia G. Jelke
Seth A. Levitin

Gretel Pellegrini
Anna Szentirmai
May Lynn Siu
Mark Ziggy Vrana

A DMISS IONS AWA R D FOR L E A DERSHIP  A ND SER V ICE

Elise C. Esposito

DI V ERS IT Y  A FFA IRS  AWA R D FOR L E A DERSHIP  A ND SER V ICE

Ngobitak Ndiwane

S T U DENT A FFA IRS  AWA R D FOR L E A DERSHIP  A ND SER V ICE

Christopher J. Garofalo

A MER IC A N A SSO CI AT ION OF WOMEN DENT IS TS 

EL E A NOR J .  BUSHEE MEMOR I A L  AWA R D

Maia Y. Levy



AMER IC AN S TUDENT DENTAL A SSOCIAT ION AWAR D OF E XCELLENCE

Nancy Mo

JE A N W ENG & D O U GL A S S .  HOL DEN SCHOL A RSHIP

May Lynn Siu

INTER N AT ION A L COL L EGE OF DENT IS TS 

USA SEC T ION S T U DENT L E A DERSHIP  AWA R D

Yong-Jin M. Chang

INTER N AT ION A L COL L EGE OF DENT IS TS 

USA SEC T ION S T U DENT HUM A NITA R I A N AWA R D

Sophia G. Jelke

AWA R DS  O F  E XCE LLE N CE
The following awards are presented to students who have demonstrated the highest 

proficiency in a specific aspect of dentistry

D I V IS ION A L E XCEL L ENCE AWA R D IN  BEH AV IOR A L  SC IENCE

Daniel Simon Nassimi

DI V IS ION A L E XCEL L ENCE AWA R D IN  COMMUNIT Y  HE A LTH

Adam T. Ellenthal

DELTA DENTA L  COMMUNIT Y  C A R E FO UNDATION S T U DENT 

L E A DERSHIP  AWA R D

Christina Denise Nuñez

A MER IC A N A SSO CI AT ION OF PUBL IC  HE A LTH DENT IS TR Y  AWA R D

Christina Denise Nuñez

DAV ID A PPL E W HITE  MEMOR I A L  FUND

Nancy Mo

DI V IS ION A L E XCEL L ENCE AWA R D IN  END O D ONTIC S

Seth A. Levitin

A MER IC A N A SSO CI AT ION OF END O D ONTIS TS  AWA R D

Mara Deborah Nobel

NE W YOR K S TATE A SSO CI AT ION OF END O D ONTIS TS  AWA R D

Lina Maria Patino

H A NN A H A PPEL  SCHOL A RSHIP

Michael W. Cruciger

DI V IS ION A L E XCEL L ENCE AWA R D IN  OPER AT I V E  DENT IS TR Y

Anna Szentirmai



AC A DEM Y OF GENER A L  DENT IS TR Y 

O U TS TA N DING GENER A L  PR AC T IT IONER AWA R D

Simar Nagyal

AC A DEM Y OF OPER AT I V E  DENT IS TR Y  AWA R D

Rene A. Shin

A MER IC A N AC A DEM Y OF E S THE T IC  DENT IS TR Y  AWA R D

Maria Vlock

A MER IC A N AC A DEM Y OF IMPL A NT DENT IS TR Y  AWA R D

Saahil D. Brahmbhatt

A MER IC A N AC A DEM Y OF OSSEO INTEGR AT ION AWA R D

Lina Maria Patino

QUINTE SSENCE AWA R D FOR CL IN IC A L  ACHIE V EMENT  

IN  R E S TOR AT I V E  DENT IS TR Y

Adam T. Ellenthal

BR A SSEL ER  E S THE T IC  DENT IS TR Y  AWA R D

Juliana K. Braswell

DI V IS ION A L E XCEL L ENCE AWA R D IN  FO UNDATION A L SC IENCE S

Mark Ziggy Vrana

DI V IS ION A L E XCEL L ENCE AWA R D IN  OR A L  A ND  

M A X IL LOFACI A L  SURGER Y

Sophia G. Jelke

A MER IC A N AC A DEM Y OF OROFACI A L  PA IN

Jessica A. Begley

A MER IC A N A SSO CI AT ION OF OR A L  A ND  

M A X IL LOFACI A L  SURGEONS AWA R D

Tyler B. Jacobs

A MER IC A N DENTA L  SO CIE T Y  OF A NE S THE S IOLO GY 

HOR ACE W EL L S  AWA R D IN  OR A L  A ND M A X IL LOFACI A L  SURGER Y

Matthew Taylor Raso

A MER IC A N A SSO CI AT ION OF OR A L  A ND M A X IL LOFACI A L 

SURGEONS DENTA L  IMPL A NT AWA R D

Roxanne Oghaz

NE W YOR K S TATE SO CIE T Y  OF OR A L  A ND  

M A X IL LOFACI A L  SURGEONS AWA R D

Qingcong Zeng



DR .  DENNIS  L EE  SCHOL A RSHIP  FUND

Allison J. DeRenzi

DI V IS ION A L E XCEL L ENCE AWA R D IN  OR A L  R A DIOLO GY

Joo Young Nho

A MER IC A N AC A DEM Y OF OR A L  A ND M A X IL LOFACI A L  R A DIOLO GY

Tyler B. Jacobs

DI V IS ION A L E XCEL L ENCE AWA R D IN  OR THO D ONTIC S

Jessica A. Begley

A MER IC A N A SSO CI AT ION OF OR THO D ONTIS TS  AWA R D

Taylor R. Finn

DI V IS ION A L E XCEL L ENCE AWA R D IN  PED I ATR IC  DENT IS TR Y

Bari Jessica Padover

A MER IC A N AC A DEM Y OF PED I ATR IC  DENT IS TR Y 

CER T IF IC ATE OF MER IT  AWA R D

Simar Nagyal

DI V IS ION A L E XCEL L ENCE AWA R D IN  PER IO D ONTIC S

Gretel Pellegrini

A MER IC A N AC A DEM Y OF PER IO D ONTOLO GY AWA R D

Sharon Yi

NOR THE A S TER N SO CIE T Y  OF PER IO D ONTIS TS  AWA R D

Amanda B. Abrams

QUINTESSENCE AWARD FOR CLINICAL ACHIEVEMENT IN PERIODONTICS

Kyle K. Cameron

L IONEL  A BZU G SCHOL A RSHIP

Gretel Pellegrini

DI V IS ION A L E XCEL L ENCE AWA R D IN  PROS THO D ONTIC S

Lina Maria Patino

H A N AU BE S T  OF THE BE S T  PROS THO D ONTIC  AWA R D

Juliana K. Braswell

A MER IC A N COL L EGE OF PROS THO D ONTIC S  ACHIE V EMENT AWA R D

Maria Vlock

INTER N AT IO N A L CONGR ESS  OF OR A L  IMPL A NTOLO GIS TS 

DENTSPLY  PR E- D O C TOR A L  S T U DENT ACHIE V EMENT AWA R D

Julia K. Escobar



DI V IS ION A L E XCEL L ENCE AWA R D IN  S TOM ATOLO GY

SunJoo (Sunny) Paik

A MER IC A N AC A DEM Y OF OR A L  A ND  

M A X IL LOFACI A L  PATHOLO GY AWA R D

Mara Deborah Nobel

A MER IC A N AC A DEM Y OF OR A L  MEDIC INE

Sharon Yi

QUINTE SSENCE AWA R D FOR R E SE A RCH ACHIE V EMENT

Seth A. Levitin

PIER R E  FAU CH A R D AC A DEM Y AWA R D

Sumeet Minhas

VA N WOER T SCHOL A RSHIP

Mark Ziggy Vrana

TH IR D -Y E A R  AWA R DS  O F  ACH IE V EME NT
These awards are presented in the third year

A MER IC A N COL L EGE OF DENT IS TS  AWA R D

Thomas M. Hoopes II

HENR Y CH A NG JR .  MEMOR I A L  SCHOL A RSHIP

Mark Ziggy Vrana

JACK K L ATEL L  AWA R D

Jessica A. Begley

MILTON G.  SCHL E S INGER R E SE A RCH E XCEL L ENCE AWA R D

Ashleigh D. Alex
Michael W. Cruciger
Paula M. Muñoz

PIER R E  FAU CH A R D FO UNDATION AWA R D

Anna Szentirmai



OATH  FO R  THE  PRO FE SS IO N

AS A MEMBER OF A HEALTHCARE PROFESSION:

I SOLEMNLY PLEDGE to dedicate my life to the service of humanity;

THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF MY PATIENT will be my first consideration;

I WILL RESPECT the autonomy and dignity of my patients;

I WILL MAINTAIN the utmost respect for human life;

I WILL NOT PERMIT considerations of age, disease or disability, creed, ethnic origin, 

gender, nationality, political affiliation, race, sexual orientation, social standing or 

any other factor to intervene between my duty and my patient;

I WILL RESPECT the secrets that are confided in me, even after the patient has died;

I WILL PRACTICE my profession with conscience and dignity and in accordance with 

the recognized standards of care;

I WILL FOSTER the honor and noble traditions of the healthcare professions;

I WILL GIVE to my teachers, colleagues, and students the respect and gratitude that 

is their due;

I WILL SHARE my knowledge for the benefit of the patient and the advancement 

of healthcare;

I WILL ATTEND TO my own health, well-being, and abilities in order to provide care 

of the highest standard;

I WILL NOT USE my knowledge to violate human rights and civil liberties, 

even under threat;

I MAKE THESE PROMISES solemnly, freely, and upon my honor.




