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Dear Alumni, Faculty, Residents, Staff and Friends,

Feelings of awe and disbelief, because of all the calamities that the COVID-19 pandemic has so abruptly 
and rapidly bestowed on us and our society. What started as a normal year, in which our transition to the 
EPIC electronic health record system was anticipated to be our “major” institutional challenge, soon 
developed into an unprecedented sequence of months during which all sense of normalcy was upended. The 
pandemic forced us to change the way we work, the way we teach, and the way we interact with our 
students, patients and one another; in short, it forced us to change the entire way we function.

Feelings of sorrow, because our society has been engulfed in a foul circle of emotional and financial 
uncertainly, misinformation, disease, and – tragically – death of so many around us. Our thoughts are with 
those who suffer and grieve, and with all who are at the forefront of the battle against the spread of the virus 
and work tirelessly to help the affected to heal. In our own institution, this new painful reality mandated 
budgetary restructuring and has forced us to part with junior faculty members. Moreover, safety concerns 
have understandably forced many faculty members to withdraw from their clinical supervisory roles; the 
void that their absence has created is palpable, and we are all looking forward to the time when they can 
resume the generous sharing of their time and experience with our students. Lastly, none of us can have 
escaped feeling the pain that racism and pervasive injustice continue to inflict upon our society, as too many 
tragic events of the past year laid bare.

But thankfully, the final, prevailing feeling is one of gratitude. Gratitude to all who rose to the occasion and 
met the challenges with determination, hard work, ingenuity, and a profound sense of community; to the 
students who continue their didactic learning in front of their computer screens during endless Zoom 
sessions and who develop their clinical skills under the hardest of conditions; to the staff and faculty who 
continue to cover our clinics with devotion until their faces get deeply marked by their protective gear at the 
end of their shifts; and to everyone in our great University whose determination and work ethic 
unmistakably signal that this hardship, too, will soon be something of the past. And to the core values of 
Columbia and its unwavering commitment to perpetuate the fight for a just, inclusive society until racism 
has no longer a place to hide. 

This year, although our academic events were exclusively virtual, and the traditional social activities that we 
all cherish had to be postponed for better times, our spirits still remained high. As you can see in the pages 
that follow, we collectively produced a robust body of scholarly work, while our faculty continued to 
receive awards and honors and to attract significant extramural research funding. Although less extensive 
and colorful than years past, the 2020 Newsletter attests that our Division is strong, and our future remains 
bright.

I am wishing you and your families a Joyful Holiday Season and a Happy and Healthy 2021!

2

With my sincere thanks for all you do,

Panos N. Papapanou, DDS, PhD

Message from the 

Division Director

As 2020 is drawing to its close – arguably, not a moment too soon – I take 
the opportunity to reflect on the happenings of the past 12 months. And I 
am doing so with mixed feelings of awe, disbelief, sorrow and gratitude.
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Faculty
Member

Citations h-index i10-index

All Since 
2015 All Since 

2015 All Since 
2015

Chesnoiu Matei, Ioana 122 77 4 4 4 2

Dard, Michel 5,879 3,443 42 35 111 95

Eskow, Robert 562 159 12 7 14 7

Fine, James 1,217 258 20 9 24 9

Formicola, Allan 2,159 845 25 13 45 18

Grbic, John 4,104 818 36 15 47 20

Greenstein, Gary 7,007 2,410 45 27 92 52

Han, Yiping 5,973 3,992 33 27 42 37

Kang, Philip 44 29 4 4 1 0

Kebschull, Moritz 3,009 2,338 28 24 41 35

Lalla, Evie 11,385 4,435 47 34 61 58

Linden, Eric 49 22 3 3 2 1

Mitchell, Dennis 2,600 724 24 13 28 16

Momen-Heravi, Flora 3,181 2,799 27 26 41 37

Papapanou, Panos 20,951 10,270 71 47 149 127

Sanz-Miralles, Elena 72 72 3 3 2 2

Shariff, Jaffer 110 110 5 5 5 5

Tarnow, Dennis 17,134 7,485 64 46 139 120

Wolf, Dana 507 237 7 7 7 6
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Citations

Our Division has a strong record of scholarly activity. The table below describes the cumulative 
citation record of faculty with publicly available Google Scholar profiles (accessed 12/16/2020). 
The table reports total and most recent 5-year citation record, h-index (number of publications 
cited at least as many times), and i10-index (number of publications cited at least 10 times).

Publications
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Akinkukbe, A., Papapanou, P.N. (2020) The “sufficient cause” model framework applied to 
the periodontitis-systemic diseases link.  Journal of Periodontology, Epub ahead of print, doi: 
10.1002/JPER.20-0148.

Almubarak, A., Tanagala, K. K. K., Papapanou, P. N., Lalla, E., & Momen-Heravi, F.
(2020) Disruption of monocyte and macrophage homeostasis in periodontitis. Frontiers in 
Immunology, Epub ahead of print, doi.org/10.3389/fimmu.2020.00330. 

Baek, K., Dard, M., Zeilhofer H.F., Cattin P., Juergens P. (2020) Comparing the bone healing 
after cold ablation robot-guided Er:YAG laser osteotomy and piezoelectric osteotomy - a pilot 
study in minipig mandible. Lasers in Surgery and Medicine, Epub ahead of 
print, doi.org/10.1002/lsm.23281.

Bitter, B., Planzos, L., Volchonok, A., Tarnow, D., Schulze-Späte, U. (2020) Evaluation of 
horizontal and vertical buccal ridge dimensional changes after immediate implant placement 
and immediate temporization with and without bone augmentation procedures: short-term, 1-
year results. A randomized controlled clinical trial. The International Journal of Periodontics 
& Restorative Dentistry, 40(1):83-93. 

Chang, J., Meng, H-W., Lalla, E., Lee, C.T. (2020) The impact of smoking on non-surgical 
periodontal therapy: A systematic review and meta-analysis. Journal of 
Clinical Periodontology, Epub ahead of print, doi: 10.1111/jcpe.13384.

Changi, K., Royzman, D., Greenstein, G., Tarnow, D., Kang, P. (2020) Creeping clinical 
attachment after Alloderm® augmentation to attain root coverage. Clinical Advances in 
Periodontics, 10(2):75-80.

Chu, S.J., Tan-Chu, J.H.P., Saito, H., Östman, P.O., Levin, B.P., Tarnow, D. (2020) Tapered 
versus inverted body-shift implants placed into anterior post-extraction sockets: A retrospective 
comparative study. Compendium of Continuing Education in Dentistry, 41(5):e1-e10. 

Connolly, J. (2020) Update on ethics education: Adapting and evolving, The New York State 
Dental Journal, 86(1):32-34.

Connolly, J. (2020) We must maintain commitments to professionalism, leadership and ethics. 
AGD Impact, 48(7):8-9.

Cyrkin, E., Myers, A., Shariff, J., Yoon, R. (2020) Emergency utilization and trends in a 
community dental clinic in northern Manhattan: A retrospective study. Journal of Clinical 
Pediatric Dentistry, 44(3):135-41.

Dave, A, Shariff, J., Philipone, E. (2020) Association between oral lichen planus and systemic 
conditions and medications: case–control study. Oral Diseases, Epub ahead of print, doi: 
10a.1111/odi.13572.
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Members of the Division are listed in boldface.

Peer-Reviewed ArticlesPublications
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Ercoli, C., Tarnow, D., Poggio, C. E., Tsigarida, A., Ferrari, M., Caton, J. G., Chochlidakis, K. 
(2020) The relationships between tooth‐supported fixed dental prostheses and restorations and 
the periodontium. Journal of Prosthodontics, Epub ahead of print, doi.org/10.1111/jopr.13292.

Gluckman H., Du Toit J., Salama M., Nagy K., Dard, M. (2020) A decade of the socket-shield 
technique: A step-by-step partial extraction therapy protocol. International Journal of Esthetic 
Dentistry, 15(2):212-225.

Greenstein, G., Cavallaro, J. (2021) Management of bleeding after exodontia, periodontal or 
implant surgery. Compendium of Continuing Education in Dentistry. In press.

Greenstein, G., Tarnow, D. Effectiveness of antibiotics to reduce early implant loss in 
systemically healthy patients. (2020) Compendium of Continuing Education in Dentistry, 
41(2):102–110.

Jung J., Park J., Dard, M., Al Nawas B., Kwon Y. (2020) Effect of enamel matrix derivative 
liquid combined with synthetic bone substitute on bone regeneration in a rabbit calvarial
model. Clinical Oral Investigations. Epub ahead of print, doi: 10.1007/s00784-020-03473-4.

Kebschull, M., & Chapple, I. (2020) Evidence-based, personalised and minimally invasive 
treatment for periodontitis patients - the new EFP S3-level clinical treatment guidelines. British 
Dental Journal, 229(7):443-449. 

Klein, M., Tarnow, D., Lehrfield, L. (2020) Marginal bone changes on ultraclean, micro-
threaded platform-switched implants following restoration: 1- to 4-year data. Compendium of 
Continuing Education in Dentistry, 41(4):e7-e18.

Kornman, K.S., Papapanou, P.N. (2020) Clinical application of the new classification of 
periodontal diseases: Ground rules, clarifications and “gray zones”. Journal of Periodontology, 
91(3):352-360.

Lee C.T., Sanz-Miralles, E.C., Zhu, L., Glick, J., Heath, A., Stoupel, J. (2020) Predicting bone 
and soft tissue alterations of immediate implant sites in the esthetic zone using clinical 
parameters. Clinical Implant Dentistry and Related Research, 22(3):325– 332. 

Machtei, E., Romanos, G., Kang, P., Travan, S., Schmidt, S., Papathanasiou, E., Tatarakis, N., 
Tandlich, M.,   Liberman, L.H., Horwitz, J., Bassir, S.H., Myneni, S., Harlan, S.J., Shapira, L., 
Donos N., Papas,A., Meyle, J.,  Giannobile, W.V.,  Papapanou, P.N., Kim, D . (2020) 
Repeated delivery of chlorhexidine chips for the treatment of periimplantitis: A multicenter, 
randomized, comparative clinical trial. Journal of Periodontology. Epub ahead of print, 
doi.org/10.1002/JPER.20-0353.

Martins O., Ramos J., Mota M., Dard, M., Viegas C., Caramelo F., Nogueira C., Goncalves T., 
Baptista I. (2020) Evaluation of a novel dog animal model for peri-implant disease: clinical, 
radiographic, microbiological and histological assessment. Clinical Oral Investigations, 24(9): 
3121-3132.
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Caplanis N., Kusek, E., Low, S., Linden, E., Sporborg, H. (2019) Peri-implant disease, a 
consensus for treatment: A case study. Journal of Oral Implantology 45(5): 371-377.

Lee, J.Y., Mehrazarin, S., Alshaikh, A., Kim, S., Chen, W., Lux, R., Gwack, Y., Kim, R.H., 
Kang, M.K. (2019) Histone Lys demethylase KDM3C demonstrates anti-inflammatory effects 
by suppressing NF-κB signaling and osteoclastogenesis. FASEB Journal 33: 10515-10527.

Chen, W., Alshaikh, A., Kim, S., Kim, J., Chun, C., Mehrazarin, S., Lee, J., Lux, R., Kim, 
R.H., Shin, K.H., Park, N.H., Walentin, K., Schmidt-Ott, K.M., Kang, M.K. (2019) 
Porphyromonas gingivalis impairs Oral Epithelial Barrier through targeting GHRL2. Journal 
of Dental Research 98: 1159-1158.

Brenner, A.W., Su, G.H., Momen-Heravi, F. (2019) Isolation of extracellular vesicles for 
cancer diagnosis and functional studies. Methods in Molecular Biology 1882: 229-237.

Park, W.B., Han, J.Y., Kang, P., Momen-Heravi, F. (2019) The clinical and radiographic 
outcomes of Schneiderian membrane perforation without repair in sinus elevation surgery. 
Clinical Implant Dentistry and Related Research 21(5): 931-937. 

Kordbacheh Changi, K., Finkelstein, J., Papapanou, P.N. (2019) Peri-implantitis prevalence, 
incidence rate and risk factors: A study of electronic health records at a U.S. dental school. 
Clinical Oral Implants Research 30: 306-314.

Feres, M., Kantarci, A., Genco, R.J., Papapanou, P.N., Giannobile, W.V. (2019) Ricardo Teles: 
His life and contributions to periodontology. Journal of Dental Research 98: 734-738.

Beck, J.D., Papapanou, P.N., Philips, K.H., Offenbacher, S. (2019) Periodontal medicine: 100 
years of progress. Journal of Dental Research 98: 1053-1062.

Demmer, R.T., Trinh, P., Rosenbaum, M., Li, G., LeDuc, C., Leibel, R., González, A., Knight, 
R., Paster, B., Colombo, P.C., Desvarieux, M., Papapanou, P.N., Jacobs Jr., D.R. (2019) 
Subgingival microbiota and longitudinal glucose change: The Oral Infections, Glucose 
Intolerance and Insulin Resistance Study (ORIGINS). Journal of Dental Research 98: 1488-
1496.

Shariff, J.A., Cheng, B., Papapanou, P.N. (2019) Age-specific predictive models of the upper 
quintile of periodontal attachment loss. Journal of Dental Research Oct 30: 22034519884518. 
doi: 10.1177/0022034519884518. [Epub ahead of print].

Goh, C.E., Trinh, P., Colombo, P.C., Genkinger, J.M., Mathema, B., Uhlemann, A.C., LeDuc, 
C., Leibel, R., Rosenbaum, M., Paster, B.J., Desvarieux, M., Papapanou, P.N., Jacobs Jr., 
D.R., Demmer, R.T. (2019) Association between nitrate-reducing oral bacteria and 
cardiometabolic outcomes: Results from ORIGINS. Journal of the American Heart Association
8(23): e013324. 

Mathew, M., Zade, M., Mezghani, N., Patel, R., Wang, Y., Momen-Heravi, F. (2020) 
Extracellular vesicles as biomarkers in cancer immunotherapy. Cancers, 12(10):2825.
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Mihatovic I., Schwarz F., Obreja K., Becker J., Sader R., Dard, M., John G. (2020) Staged 
implant placement after defect regeneration using biphasic calcium phosphate materials with 
different surface topographies in a minipig model. Clinical Oral Investigations, 24(9):3289-
3298.

Momen-Heravi, F., Friedman, R.A., Albeshri, S., Sawle, A., Kebschull, M., Kuhn, A., 
Papapanou, P.N. (2020) Cell type-specific decomposition of gingival tissue transcriptomes. 
Journal of Dental Research. In Press.

Papapanou, P.N., Kornman, K.S. (2020.) Periodontitis classification. The Journal of the 
American Dental Association, 151(3):159.

Papapanou, P.N., Park, H., Cheng, B., Kokaras, A., Paster, B., Burkett, S., Watson, C.W.-M., 
Annavajhala, M.K., Uhlemann, A.-C., Noble, J.M. (2020) Subgingival microbiome and clinical 
periodontal status in an elderly cohort: The WHICAP ancillary study of oral health. Journal of 
Periodontology, 91(S1):S56-S67. 

Pariente L., Dada K., Daas M., Cok S., Dard, M. (2020) Evaluation of the treatment of 
partially edentulous patients with bone level tapered implants: 24-month clinical and 
radiographic follow-up. Journal of Oral Implantology, 46(4):407-413.

Park, W., Kim, YJ., Han, J., Kang, P. (2020) Successful management of dental implants in 
postoperative maxillary cyst: A case report with a thirteen-year follow-up. Journal of Oral 
Implantology, (46)2:133–138.

Park, W.B., Kim, J.Y., Han, J., Park, J., Kang, P. (2020) Radiographic and endoscopic 
observation of accidentally perforated anterior nasal cavity with dental implants: case reports 
with 5-23 years of follow-up. Journal of Oral Implantology, Epub ahead of print, doi: 
10.1563/aaid-joi-D-20-00148.

Price, R., Kang, P. (2020) The association between periodontal disease and obstructive sleep 
apnea: A review of the literature. Compendium Continuing Education Dentistry, (41)3:149-153.

Richardson M., Ren J., Rubinstein M. R., Taylor J. A., Friedman R. A., Shen B., Han 
Y.W. (2020) Analysis of 16S rRNA genes reveals reduced Fusobacterial community diversity 
when translocating from saliva to GI sites. Gut Microbe, 12(1):1-13.

Saltzburg, N., Kang, P. (2020) Observed healing of an immediately placed implant in a molar 
site without bone replacement graft or primary closure. Compendium Continuing Education 
Dentistry, (41)6:326-330.

Sanz, M., Papapanou, P.N., Tonetti, M.S., Greenwell, H., Kornman, K. (2020) Guest editorial: 
clarifications on the use of the new classification of periodontitis. Journal of Clinical 
Periodontology, 47(6):658-659.
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Sanz, M., Herrera, D., Kebschull, M., Chapple, I., Jepsen, S., Beglundh, T., Sculean, A., 
Tonetti, M.S., EFP workshop participants and methodological consultants Aass, A.M., Aimetti, 
M., Eren Kuru, B., Belibasakis, G., Blanco, J., Bol-van den Hil, E., Bostanci, N., Bozic, D., 
Bouchard, P., Buduneli, N., Cairo, F., Calciolari, E., Clotilde Carra, M., Cortellini, P., Cosyn, J., 
D'Aiuto, F., Dannewitz, B., Danser, M., Demirel, K., Derks, J., de Sanctis, M., Dietrich, T., 
Dörfer, C., Dommisch, H., Donos, N., Eaton, K., Eickholz, P., Figuero, E., Giannobile, W., 
Goldstein, M., Graziani, F., Kamposiora, P., Kirkevang, LL., Kocher, T., Kononen, E., Landi
L., Melo, P., Loos, B., Lopez, R., Lundberg, P., Machtei, E., Madianos, P., Martín, C., 
Matesanz, P., Meyle, J., Molina, A., Montero, E., Nart, J., Needleman, I., Nibali, L., 
Papapanou, P.N., Pilloni, A., Polak, D., Polyzois, I., Preshaw, P., Quirynen, M., Ramseier, C., 
Renvert, S., Salvi, G., Sanz-Sánchez, I., Shapira, L., Else Slot, D., Stavropoulos, A., Struillou, 
X, Suvan, J., Teughels, W., Timus, D., Tomasi, C., Trombelli, L., van der Weijden, F., Vassallo, 
P., Walter, C., West, N., Wimmer, G. (2020) Treatment of stage I-III periodontitis – the EFP S3 
level clinical practical guideline. Journal Clinical Periodontology, 47(S22):4-60.

Schenkein, H., Papapanou, P.N., Genco, R., Sanz, M. (2020) Mechanisms underlying the 
association between periodontitis and atherosclerotic disease. Periodontology 2000, 83(1):90-
106.

Shariff, J., Gurpegui, D., Dave, A., Tarnow, D. (2020) Vertical and horizontal ridge 
augmentation in site of a previous failure using tenting screws for space maintenance with 
allograft and collagen membrane. A clinical and histological report. Compendium Continuing 
Education Dentistry. In Press. 

Shayefar, J., Sanz-Miralles, E., Eskow, R.N., Greenstein, G. (2020) Repair of lingual 
gingival fenestrations through the use of a subepithelial connective tissue graft. Compendium 
of Continuing Education in Dentistry, 41(8):426-431.

Vincent-Bugnas S., Charbit Y., Charbit M., Dard, M., Pippenger B. (2020) Maxillary sinus 
floor elevation surgery with BioOss® mixed with enamel matrix derivative: A human 
randomized controlled clinical trial and histological study. Journal of Oral Implantology, 
46(5):507-513. 

Walter, L., Greenstein, G. (2020). Utility of measuring anterior-posterior spread to determine 
distal cantilever length off a fixed implant-supported full-arch prosthesis: A review of the 
literature. Journal of the American Dental Association, 151(10):790-795.

Wang, J., Lerman, G., Bittner, N., Fan, W., Lalla, E., Papapanou, P.N. (2020) Immediate 
versus delayed temporization at posterior single implant sites: A randomized controlled 
trial. Journal of Clinical Periodontology, 47(10):1281–1291.

West, N., Chapple, I., Claydon, N., D'Aiuto, F., Donos, N., Ide, M., Needleman, I & Kebschull, 
M. (2020) BSP implementation of treatment of stage I-III periodontitis – The EFP s3 level 
clinical practice guideline. Journal of Dentistry: In Press. 
Yoon, A.J., Wang, S., Kutler, D.I., Carvajal, R.D., Philipone, E., Wang, T., Peters, S.M., 
LaRoche, D., Hernandez, B.Y., McDowell, B.D., Stewart, C.R., Momen-Heravi, F., Santella, 
R.M. (2020) MicroRNA-based risk scoring system to identify early-stage oral squamous cell 
carcinoma patients at high-risk for cancer-specific mortality. Head Neck, 42(8):1699-1712.
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Demmer, R.T., Papapanou, P.N. (2020) Causal inference and risk in the health sciences. In:
Risk Assessment in Oral Health. A concise guide for clinical application. 1st Edition. Chapple,
I., and Papapanou, P.N., (Eds), Springer Publications, 7-22.

Lalla, E., Papapanou, P.N. (2020) Modifying factors. In: Clinical Periodontology and Implant
Dentistry, 7th edition; Lang, N.P., Sanz, M., Giannobile, W.V., Berglundh, T., (Eds), Wiley,
Copenhagen. In press.

Papapanou, P.N., Demmer, R.T. (2020) Epidemiology of periodontitis. In: Clinical
Periodontology and Implant Dentistry, 7th edition; Lang, N.P., Sanz, M., Giannobile, W.V.,
Berglundh, T., (Eds), Wiley, Copenhagen. In press.

Papapanou, P.N., Sanz, M., Kornman, K. (2020) Periodontitis classification. In: Clinical
Periodontology and Implant Dentistry, 7th edition; Lang, N.P., Sanz, M., Giannobile, W.V.,
Berglundh, T. eds. Wiley, Copenhagen. In press.

Szabo, G., Momen‐Heravi, F. (2020) Extracellular vesicles and exosomes: biology and
pathobiology. In: The Liver: Biology and Pathobiology. 6th Edition. Arias, I.M., Alter, H.J.,
Boyer, J.L., Cohen, D.E., Shafritz, D.A., Thorgeirsson, S.S,. Wolkoff, A.W., (Eds), Wiley
Publishing, Indianapolis, IN, 1022-1027.
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Risk Assessment in Oral Health. A concise guide for clinical
application. 1st Edition. Chapple, I., and Papapanou, P.N., (Eds),
Springer Publications, 1-243.

Book Chapters

Edited Book
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New Faces

Angela Ward, EdD, joined the Division as an Assistant Professor 
of Hygiene Sciences (in Dental Medicine) at CUMC last February. 
A practicing dental hygienist with a doctoral degree in education, 
Angela has developed numerous patient education materials 
around a variety of topics at the intersection of oral health and 
public health, with particular focus on tobacco cessation efforts. 
She is a Certified Health Education Specialist; a recipient of a 
National Certificate in Tobacco Treatment Practice; and a 
Credentialed Trainer for EPIC, the shared medical-dental 
electronic health record.

Faculty

Xun Wu was born and raised in Southern China and graduated from 
the Guangxi Medical University with a BS, MS and PhD degree in 
Stomatology. He completed a dental internship as well as a residency 
and obtained the title of Deputy Director of Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgery. He has practiced the full-scope of oral and maxillofacial 
surgery for nearly 20 years, with a particular interest in the research 
of the rehabilitation of cranio-maxillofacial defects and oral cancer. 
He joined the team of Dr. Fatemeh Momen-Heravi at CDM as 
Visiting Scholar. He hopes to establish a bridge and a long-term 
reciprocal academic cooperation between CDM and GMU after his 
visiting scholar program. In his spare time, he enjoys museums, 
hiking, and meditation.

Angela has been involved in research projects at CDM for nearly two decades, first as a project 
coordinator and manager and then, beginning in 2016, as an associate research scientist. During 
that time, she earned an MA in health education and an EdD from Teachers College at 
Columbia University. Prior to that she received an AAS/dental hygiene degree from Hostos
Community College and a BA from the University of Kent at Canterbury in England.

Postdoctoral Research Scientist
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This year six new residents joined the division – welcome to the Postdoctoral Periodontics Class 
of 2024!

New Faces

Dr. Meghan Pandya was born and raised in New Jersey. She received 
her B.A. in Mathematics with honors from Bryn Mawr College, her 
DMD from the University of Pennsylvania and completed two years of 
GPR at NYP Weill-Cornell Hospital (including a year as chief 
resident) prior to coming to Columbia. In her free time, Meghan is a 
self-proclaimed foodie and enjoys exploring the city, hiking and 
researching skincare and beauty.

Dr. Richard Hong was born and raised in Southern California. He 
graduated from the University of California Los Angeles with a BS 
in Psychobiology and attended Tufts University School of Dental 
Medicine for his DMD. During dental school, Richard researched 
the effectiveness of vertical bitewing radiographs over horizontal 
bitewings in diagnosing periodontal disease. He enjoys cooking and 
spending time at cafés.

Dr. Chris Nam Jun Cho was born in Seoul and raised in Chungju, South 
Korea until he immigrated to Vancouver, Canada at the age of 13. Chris 
obtained his BA/DDS through a 7-year program at New York University 
and just completed his 2-year GPR Program as a Chief Resident at Stony 
Brook, where he enjoyed management of complex restorative and 
implant cases and developed a keen interest in surgical aspects of 
dentistry, especially periodontal and implant surgery. He is an aficionado 
of soccer, loves cooking, and enjoys beer and music in his free time.
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New Faces

Dr. Peter Xu was born in China and grew up in Vancouver, Canada. He 
obtained his bachelor’s degree in microbiology and immunology at the 
University of British Columbia and was a member of the university's 
biomolecular design competition team. He then obtained his DDS at the 
University of Toronto. Peter enjoys cooking and rock climbing in his free 
time.

Dr. Constance Kang Ting Teoh was born and raised in the perpetual 
summer of Singapore, obtaining her Bachelor of Dental Surgery from 
the island-nation’s only dental university in 2016. Since then, she has 
been practicing general dentistry in various settings ranging from 
mobile pedodontic clinics for public schools, to Singapore’s largest 
specialist dental center. Most recently, she served as dental officer with 
the Singapore Navy. She developed a keen interest for periodontics and 
is excited to now have the opportunity to pursue this full time at
Columbia. Constance enjoys pottery in her leisure time and has a huge 
weakness for desserts.

Dr. Gretel Gisela Pellegrini received her DDS and PhD from University of 
Buenos Aires School of Dentistry (UBASD). After a 2-year postdoctoral 
fellowship at Indiana University School of Medicine (IUPUI), where she 
researched the effects of bioactive compounds resulting from metabolism of 
the anthocyanins/flavonoids from berry extracts on bone turnover, she 
obtained her DDS as an Advanced Standing student at Columbia University 
College of Dental Medicine (CDM). Gretel is joining the Periodontics 
Program at CDM in order to merge her two passions: Dentistry and Bone 
Biology. She also loves music; besides playing the cello, guitar and 
keyboards, Gretel founded the UBASD Chamber Orchestra and played the 
cello at IUPUI and at Columbia University Irving Medical Center’s 
Symphonic Orchestra.

Postdoctoral Students
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Dr. Julie Connolly was inducted into the International College of Dentists. She holds multiple 
leadership positions as President of the New York Academy of Dentistry, Vice-Chair of the 
New York Selection of the American College of Dentists, and member of the New York State 
Dental Association, Council of Ethics.

Dr. Yiping Han became a finalist for the Equalize 2020 prize, the nation's first pitching 
competition for academic women inventors.

Dr. Philip Kang was promoted to the rank of Associate Professor of Dental Medicine at the 
Columbia University Medical Center. Dr. Kang was elected by his fellow Post-doctoral 
Periodontics Program Directors to serve as a Vice Chair of the American Academy of 
Periodontology Post-doctoral Committee for a period of two years.

Dr. Moritz Kebschull became co-chair of the EFP S3-level guidelines to treat stage IV 
periodontitis in the United Kingdom and Germany. He was appointed as Associate Editor for 
the journal publications Frontiers in Dentistry and Frontiers in Oral Biology. He is also the 
recipient of two research awards he jointly shares with his doctoral student: the German 
Society for Periodontology Dissertation Award and the Award for the Best Presentation. 

Dr. Evanthia Lalla was elected Councilor of the American Association for Dental Research 
(AADR) Periodontal Research Group. She also completed the prestigious Hedwig van 
Ameringen Executive Leadership in Academic Medicine (ELAM) Program at the Drexel 
University College of Medicine. ELAM is a year-long part-time fellowship focusing on the 
skills required in today's complex health care environment and special attention to the unique 
challenges facing women in leadership positions. She and Dr. Dana Wolf represented the 
College of Dental Medicine as members of the Columbia University Faculty Liaison Network, 
National Academies of Science, Engineering, and Medicine's Action Collaborative on 
Preventing Sexual Harassment in Higher Education. Dr. Lalla led the College of Dental 
Medicine in joining Time's Up Healthcare, an initiative that engages health professional 
schools and institutions to push toward equitable and dignified employment. Of note, CDM is 
the first standalone dental school in the nation to join.

Dr. Flora Momen-Heravi became a finalist for the V Foundation Cancer Survivorship 
Research Fund and was awarded the Ann D. Haffajee Fellowship by the AADR and the Early 
Career Faculty Travel Award by the American Association of Immunologists. She also served 
as the Special Issue Guest Editor for the Journal Cancers in an issue dedicated to molecular 
targets for head and neck cancer.
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After an international search, Dr. Panos N. Papapanou was appointed by the European 
Federation of Periodontology (EFP) as the next Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Clinical 
Periodontology, the premier international title in Periodontology and the official publication of 
the EFP. With a 2019 impact factor of 5.241, JCP is the highest ranked journal among those 
publishing original research in Dentistry, Oral Surgery and Medicine (Journal Citation Reports, 
Clarivate Analytics). Dr. Papapanou’s tenure as Editor-in-Chief will commence on April 1st, 
2021. 

Dr. Elena Sanz-Miralles was awarded the 2020 Nevins BioHorizons Teaching and Clinical 
Research Fellowship by the American Academy of Periodontology Foundation. 

Nadia Mezghani, a CDM pre-doctoral student mentored by Dr. Momen-Heravi, was selected 
among the finalists for the Consortium for Translational Orthodontic Research (CTOR) award, 
for her work on the role of midkine in head and neck cancer. The award recognizes student 
research that has the potential to advance patient care in clinical dentistry utilizing basic 
science.

The following Post-doctoral Periodontics Program Awards were announced in June 2020:

Dr. Shebli Mehrazarin received the Appel Periodontics Award upon graduation, in 
recognition of overall excellence in his post-doctoral studies.

Dr. Sung Min Lee was awarded the Kenneth Siegel Scholarship, in recognition of her stellar 
performance during the second year of her residency.

Dr. Darell Ong and Dr. Tom Rubinstein shared the Murray Schwartz Scholarship, in 
recognition of their superior performance during the first year of their residency.

Incoming 1st-year resident Dr. Gretel Pellegrini was awarded the Ralph and Jessica Kaslick
Scholarship which supports a CDM DDS graduate who has been accepted to the CDM Post-
doctoral Periodontics Program.
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Dr. Yiping Han

♦ “Investigation of FadA adhesin from Fusobacterium nucleatum”
National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research R01 DE029532-01A1      
Role: PI ($2,778,245 total costs)
September 2020-August 2025

♦ Novel probiotics for the prevention of colorectal cancer”
Herbert Irving Comprehensive Cancer Center Intra/Intra-Programmatic Pilot Program 
Opportunity, Columbia University Herbert Irving Comprehensive Cancer Center
Role: Co-PI ($60,000 total costs)
January 2020-June 2020

♦ “Antibody therapy to treat orphan disease familial adenomatous polyposis (FAP)”
Herbert Irving Comprehensive Cancer Center Accelerating Cancer Therapeutic Pilot Award, 
Columbia University Herbert Irving Comprehensive Cancer Center
Role: PI ($75,000 total costs)
August 2020-July 2021 

Dr. Fatemeh Momen-Heravi       

♦ “The role of monocyte macrophage signaling in the pathogenesis of periodontal disease”
NIH/National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research Small Grant Program for New 
Investigator R03
Role: PI ($324,000 total costs)
May 2020-April 2022

♦ “Collaborative projects in in oral dysplasia and carcinoma”
Herbert Irving Comprehensive Cancer Research Center Multi-PI Planning Grant 
Role: MPI, together with Dr. Alison Taylor, Department of Pathology and Cell Biology and 
Dr. Chao Lu, Department of Genetics and Development, CUIMC; and Dr. Angela Yoon, 
Division of Oral Pathology, CDM ($30,000 total cost)
March 2020-February 2021

♦ “Using Engineered Exosomes for Genome Editing of Lung Cancer Targeting KRAS 
Mutation”
Translational Therapeutics (TRx) and Accelerating Cancer Therapeutics (ACT) Program 
Inventor Award, Columbia University Herbert Irving Comprehensive Cancer Center
Role: PI ($32,000 total costs)
July 2020-June 2021
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Dr. Fatemeh Momen-Heravi (continued)

♦ “Understanding the pathophysiology of diabetes and periodontics: a novel approach using 
single cell RNA sequencing and immune profiling”
Anne D. Haffajee Award, American Association of Dental Research 
Role: PI ($10,000 total costs)
March 2020-February 2021

♦ “Biological mechanism and risk factor of head and neck cancer in blacks.”
The Mark Foundation for Cancer Research “Science of Patient” Grant,
American Association of Cancer Research 
Role: PI ($750,000 total cost)
December 2020-December 2023
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♦ Professor Tord Berglundh, Institute of Odontology, Sahlgrenska Academy, University of 
Gothenburg, Sweden was the named presenter of the 31st Annual Benjamin Tenenbaum 
Memorial Lecture titled “Peri-implantitis and Periodontitis; their similarities and differences” 
on April 2nd.

The event had to be cancelled because of the COVID-10 pandemic and will be rescheduled for 
the next academic year.

♦ Professor Leonardo Trombelli, University of Ferrara, Ferrara, Italy delivered the 19th Bernard 
S. Moskow Memorial Lecture in Periodontics on November 20th via teleconference. His 
lecture title was “Implementation of Risk Assessment Tools in Clinical Periodontal Care”.

After his lecture, Professor Trombelli delivered a seminar to the Periodontics residents titled 
“A simplified surgical regenerative procedure”.

Events
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