
P R O G R A M

PR O CE SS I O N A L

PR E S I D I N G
Dana L. Wolf, DMD, MS ’05
Senior Associate Dean, Predoctoral Academic and Student Affairs
Associate Professor of Dental Medicine at CUMC
Division of Periodontics

I N VO C AT I O N
Ian Rottenberg, Rev., PhD
Dean of Religious Life

W ELCO M E
Dennis A. Mitchell, DDS, MPH ’97
Interim Dean, College of Dental Medicine
Professor of Dental Medicine at CUMC

GR A D UAT I O N  A D D R E SS
Karen P. West, DMD, MPH
President & CEO, American Dental Education Association

A LU M N I  A SS O CI AT I O N  GR EE T I N G
Stephanie Dumanian, DDS ’11
President, Association of Dental Alumni

S T U D EN T  R EM A R K S
Neil Rufeng Ming
President, Class of 2025



P R O G R A M
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R ECE SS I O N A L



F A C U L T Y  D A I S

FR O N T  R OW  ( L E F T  TO  R I G H T )

Thomas J. Magnani, DDS ’80
President, 1852 Society
Assistant Clinical Professor of Dental Medicine at CUMC
Division of Operative Dentistry

Ira B.Lamster, DDS, MMSc 
Dean Emeritus, College of Dental Medicine

Allan J. Formicola, DDS
Dean and Professor Emeritus, College of Dental Medicine
Division of Periodontic

Karen P. West, DMD, MPH
President & CEO, American Dental Education Association

Dennis A. Mitchell, DDS, MPH ‘97
Interim Dean, College of Dental Medicine
Professor of Dental Medicine at CUMC

Dana L. Wolf, DMD, MS ’05
Senior Associate Dean, Predoctoral Academic and Student Affairs  
Associate Professor of Dental Medicine at CUMC
Division of Periodontics

Ian Rottenberg, Rev., PhD
Dean of Religious Life

Stephanie C. Dumanian
President, Association of Dental Alumni

Aaron G. Myers, DDS ’12 
Senior Associate Dean, Clinical Affairs
Assistant Professor of Dental Medicine, Division of Pediatric Dentistry

George E. Jenkins, DMD, MHA
Associate Dean for Access, Equity, and Inclusion
Assistant Professor of Dental Medicine at CUMC



F A C U L T Y  D A I S

BACK  R OW  ( L E F T  TO  R I G H T )

John T. Grbic, DMD, MMSc
Senior Associate Dean, Faculty Affairs
Professor of Dental Medicine at CUMC
Director, Division of Foundational Sciences

Sunil Wadhwa, DDS
Director, Division of Orthodontics
Professor of Dental Medicine at CUMC

Sidney B. Eisig, DDS, FACS
Chief of Hospital Dental Service, NewYork-Presbyterian
Chair of Hospital Dentistry
Director, Division of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
George Guttman Professor of Clinical Craniofacial Surgery

Joseph M. Harney
Vice Dean for Finance and Administration

James B. Fine, DMD
Senior Associate Dean, Postdoctoral Academic and Student Affairs
Professor of Dental Medicine at CUMC
Division of Periodontics

Chang Lee, PhD
Director of Research, College of Dental Medicine 
Associate Director, Center for Dental and Craniofacial Research 
Associate Professor in Craniofacial Engineering in Dental Medicine 
Division of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Letty Moss-Salentijn, DDS, PhD
Vice Dean, Curriculum Innovation and Interprofessional Education
Edward V. Zegarelli Professor of Dental Medicine (in Anatomy and Cell Biology)
Division of Foundational Sciences

Sahng-Gyoon Kim, DDS
Director, Division of Endodontics
Professor of Dental Medicine at CUMC

Joseph McManus, DMD, MS, MBA, MBA, MS, FACD
Senior Associate Dean, Admissions
Associate Professor of Dental Medicine at CUMC
Division of Pediatric Dentistry

Richard Yoon, DDS
Vice Chair, Section of Growth and Development
Program Director, Specialty Training in Pediatric Dentistry
Associate Professor of Dental Medicine at CUMC 
Division of Pediatric Dentistry

Luiz Andre Pimenta, DDS, MS, PhD, MBA 
Interim Director, Division of Prosthodontics 
Professor of Dental Medicine at CUMC



 C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 5  Doctor of Dental Surgery Degree

Abenezer W. Abera
Columbia University College of Dental Medicine
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Kyle Alfred
Howard University 
Orthodontics

Roa Altell
Nova Southeastern University
Orthodontics

Ariel Aminov
Kings County Hospital Center  
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Kevin C. Arandela
Saint Joseph’s Regional Medical Center
General Practice Residency

Kanika M. Awasthi
Montefiore Einstein 
General Practice Residency

Shukran M. Babkir
University of Michigan
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Elizabeth A. Bagley
NYP Brooklyn Methodist
General Practice Residency

Aaron Benlolo
CTOR Academy
Orthodontics

Michelle Bernstein
Woodhnll Medical Center 
General Practice Residency

Amanpreet K. Bhangu 
Private Practice
Connecticut

Andrew J. Bott
Audie L. Murphy Memorial Veterans Hospital  
Advanced Education in General Dentistry

Alexandra A. Broccoli 
Metropolitan Hospital 
General Practice Residency

Cameron R. Callahan 
University of Connecticut  
Orthodontics

Kevin Chiang
NYU Langone
Advanced Education in General Dentistry 

Brandon Christopher Chin
NYU Langone Hospital - Long Island
General Practice Residency

Sahithi Chitneni 
Private Practice
Maryland

Ju Yeon Choi
Colwnbia University College of Dental Medicine
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Tiffany L. Conigliaro
Northwell Health
General Practice Residency

Samuel O. Cox
Roseman University 
Advanced Education in General Dentistry

Jobie F. Crear 
Private Practice
Louisiana

Edward Z. Ding
Columbia University College of Dental Medicine 
General Practice Residency

Yarina Frias Guzman 
Private Practice
Florida

Cole G. Gardner
University of Washington
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Junyan Ge
NYU Langone Dental Medicine
Advanced Education in General Dentistry

Mark M. Gettas
University of California, Los Angeles
Periodontics

Kayla A. Gorelick
Rutgers School of Dental Medicine
Orthodontics

Jay Lance D. Guevarra
Thomas Jefferson University Hospital  
(1-year non-categorical internship)  
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Mabelitza Guzman Cordero 
University of California, Los Angeles  
Pediatrics



Brynn L. Gwartzman 
Columbia University College of Dental Medicine 
Periodontics

Sophie J. Gysling
New York University
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Lisa J. Ha
University of Washington
General Practice Residency

Caroline F. Hegemann
Columbia University College of Dental Medicine 
Pediatrics

Sophia A. Hernandez
Columbia University College of Dental Medicine
Pediatrics

Tamara Rachel Hoffman
Phelps Hospital Northwell Health/ Open-Door 
Family Medical
General Practice Residency

Jeffrey M. Huang
Columbia University College of Dental Medicine
Pediatrics

Kiara Souza Infante
Phelps Hospital Northwell Health/ Open-Door 
Family Medical
General Practice Residency

Ethan A. Isakov
BronxCare Health System General Practice 
Residency

Maya A. Jeremias
Montefiore Einstein
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Saad S. Kanan
Private Practice
Connecticut

Kaushik Dev Karanam 
Private Practice
Massachusetts

Tali Tova Khalili
NewYork-Presbyterian Queens
General Practice Residency

Elissa Minju Kim
University of Illinois  
Pediatrics

Hakseong Kim
Private Practice

Hakyoung Kim
Temple University
Advanced Education in General Dentistry

Alexandra N. Krause
NYC Health + Hospitals I Bellevue
Pediatrics

Shari L. Kumar
Private Practice
Florida

Sonal Lahoti
Brooklyn Hospital Center
General Practice Residency

Derek C. Lee
University of Southern California
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Residency

Gajin Lee
Private Practice
North Carolina

Jason C. Lee
University of California, Los Angeles
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Junsik M. Lee
Massachusetts General Hospital
General Practice Residency

Michael M. Levit
Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska
Advanced Education in General Dentistry

Raina D. Lopez-Brutus 
Private Practice
Missouri

Madina Malik
South Brooklyn Health
General Practice Residency

Samah Malik
Oregon Health and Science University
Orthodontics

Brianna G. Margulis
Stony Brook University Hospital
Pediatrics

Martin R. Marquez
Rutgers University School of Dental Medicine
Prosthodontics

Saya Mina
U.S. Navy, Illinois
Advanced Education in General Dentistry



Neil Rufeng Ming
University of Pennsylvania
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Julian A. Mis
University of Florida College of Dentistry
Orthodontics

Shreya Misra
The University of Texas Health Science Center 
at San Antonio
Orthodontics

Alan Mograby
Columbia University College of Dental Medicine
Periodontics

Nandha Krishna Nambi
MetroHealth Hospital
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Leander Q. Nguyen 
Lincoln Health Hospital 
General Practice Residency

Mofaramoluwa N. Omilabu
University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Saagar M. Pande
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital
General Practice Residency

Henilben D. Patel
Private Practice
Virginia

Jayanne A. Pierre
NYU Langone—Brooklyn
Pediatrics

Michael A. Prado
Thomas H. Corey VA Medical Center
General Practice Residency

Brian J. Quinn
Montefiore Einstein
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Huma K. Qureshi
Private Practice
Connecticut

Deena Rahhal
Jersey City Medical Center
General Practice Residency

Brian Ro
The Brooklyn Hospital Center
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Katherine Roman
Jacobi Medical Center  
General Practice Residency

Caroline Salazar 
Woodhull Medical Center  
Pediatrics

Guriqbal Singh 
Private Practice
Connecticut

Aava Soleymani Yadidi
Private Practice

Atman P. Soni
Navy Medical Center Portsmouth
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Anthony J. Sulvetta
Temple University Kornberg School of Dentistry
Orthodontics

Shikha Thapar 
Private Practice
Pennsylvania

Matthew J. Tiberino
Texas A&M College of Dentistry
Endodontics

Jonathan Tran
University of California, Los Angeles
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Sonaj J. Vardhaman 
Private Practice
Texas

Heena Varma
Monmouth Medical Center
General Practice Residency

David Morris Walton
Private Practice
Utah

Tiffany M. Wang 
Lincoln Medical Center 
General Practice Residency

Yuke Wei 
Private Practice
Washington

Leib Y. Wiener
Jacobi Medical Center
General Practice Residency



Jonathan K. Wong
University of California, San Francisco
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Kristin H. Woo
Montefiore Einstein
Orthodontics

Leeroun Yaghoubian
Nassau University Medical Center
General Practice Residency

Qiannan Yang 
Private Practice
Ohio

Melissa Sea-Yi Yap 
Saint Louis University
Orthodontics

Hyerin Yoon
Columbia University College of Dental Medicine
Orthodontics

Alice L. Zhang
NYU Langone Dental Anesthesia

Kexin Zhang
Private Practice
New Jersey



S T U D E NT  AWA R DS 
PR E SEN T ED  AT  CL A SS  DAY 
M AY  21,  2 0 25

AWA R DS  O F  D I S T I N GU I SH E D  M E R I T
The following awards are presented to students who have demonstrated excellence in 

academic achievement, leadership, and/or service 

 

N E W  YO R K  AC A D E M Y  O F  D E N T I S T R Y  

E T H I C S  A N D  P R O F E S S I O N A L I S M  AWA R D

Michael M. Levit

CO L L E G E  O F  D E N TA L  M E D I C I N E  

S T U D E N T  A F FA I R S  L E A D E R S H I P  AWA R D

Neil Rufeng Ming

CO L L E G E  O F  D E N TA L  M E D I C I N E  

N AT I O N A L  S T U D E N T  L E A D E R S H I P  AWA R D

Brynn L. Gwartzman

T H E  C A M P B E L L  AWA R D  F O R  L E A D E R S H I P  A N D  CO LU M B I A  S P I R I T

Matthew J. Tiberino

O M I C R O N  K A P PA  U P S I LO N  K E Y  

f o r  o u t s t a n d i n g  s c h o l a r s h i p

Michelle Bernstein
Andrew J. Bott
Ju Yeon Choi
Junyan Ge
Kayla A. Gorelick
Yarina Frias Guzman 

Gajin Lee 
Michael M. Levit 
Neil Rufen Ming 
Caroline Salazar
Yuke Wei

O F F I C E  O F  A D M I S S I O N S  AWA R D  F O R  L E A D E R S H I P  A N D  S E R V I C E

Brynn L. Gwartzman

O F F I C E  O F  ACC E S S ,  E Q U I T Y,  A N D  I N C LU S I O N  

AWA R D  F O R  L E A D E R S H I P  A N D  S E R V I C E

Martin R. Marquez

S T U D E N T  A F FA I R S  AWA R D  F O R  L E A D E R S H I P  A N D  S E R V I C E

Samah Malik



A M E R I C A N  S T U D E N T  D E N TA L  A S S O C I AT I O N  

AWA R D  O F  E XC E L L E N C E

Kristin H. Woo

J I W O N  L E E ,  D D S  M E M O R I A L  S C H O L A R S H I P  AWA R D

Jonathan Tran

J E A N W EN G H O L D EN & D O U G L A S S .  H O L D EN SC H O L A R S H I P  AWA R D

Caroline Salazar

I N T E R N AT I O N A L  CO L L E G E  O F  D E N T I S T S  

U S A  S E C T I O N  S T U D E N T  L E A D E R S H I P  AWA R D

Kaushik Dev Karanam

I N T E R N AT I O N A L  CO L L E G E  O F  D E N T I S T S  

U S A  S E C T I O N  S T U D E N T  H U M A N I TA R I A N  AWA R D

Jason C. Lee

H A N N A H  A P P E L  S C H O L A R S H I P  AWA R D

Yuke Wei



AWA R DS  O F  E XC E LLE N C E
The following awards are presented to students who have demonstrated the highest 

proficiency in a specific aspect of dentistry  

 
A M E R I C A N  A S S O C I AT I O N  O F  P U B L I C  H E A LT H  D E N T I S T R Y  AWA R D

Mabelitza Guzman Cordero

DAV I D  A P P L E W H I T E  M E M O R I A L  AWA R D

Kexin Zhang

D I V I S I O N A L  E XC E L L E N C E  AWA R D  I N  E N D O D O N T I C S

Samuel O. Cox

T H E  A M E R I C A N  A S S O C I AT I O N  O F  E N D O D O N T I S T S 

P R E D O C TO R A L  S T U D E N T  AC H I E V E M E N T  AWA R D  I N  E N D O D O N T I C S

Matthew J. Tiberino

N E W  YO R K  S TAT E  A S S O C I AT I O N  O F  E N D O D O N T I S T S  AWA R D

Junyan Ge

D I V I S I O N A L  E XC E L L E N C E  AWA R D  I N  O P E R AT I V E  D E N T I S T R Y

Julian A. Mis

AC A D E M Y  O F  G E N E R A L  D E N T I S T R Y  F U T U R E  L E A D E R  I N  

G E N E R A L  D E N T I S T R Y  AWA R D

Kiara Souza Infanta
Junsik Matthew Lee

AC A D E M Y  O F  O P E R AT I V E  D E N T I S T R Y  AWA R D

Ju Yeon Choi

A M E R I C A N  AC A D E M Y  O F  E S T H E T I C  D E N T I S T R Y  AWA R D

Caroline Salazar

A M E R I C A N  AC A D E M Y  O F  I M P L A N T  D E N T I S T R Y  AWA R D

Junyan Ge

A M E R I C A N  AC A D E M Y  O F  O S T E O I N T E G R AT I O N  AWA R D

Leib Y. Wiener 



Q U I N T E S S E N C E  AWA R D  F O R  C L I N I C A L  AC H I E V E M E N T  

I N  R E S TO R AT I V E  D E N T I S T R Y

Michael M. Levit

B R A S S E L E R  E S T H E T I C  D E N T I S T R Y  AWA R D

Tamara Rachel Hoffman

I N T E R N AT I O N A L  CO N G R E S S  O F  O R A L  I M P L A N TO LO G I S T S 

D E N T S P LY  P R E - D O C TO R A L  S T U D E N T  AC H I E V E M E N T  AWA R D

Andrew J. Bott

D I V I S I O N A L  E XC E L L E N C E  AWA R D  I N  F O U N DAT I O N A L  S C I E N C E S

Kayla A. Gorelick

D I V I S I O N A L  E XC E L L E N C E  AWA R D  I N  O R A L  A N D  

M A X I L LO FAC I A L  S U R G E R Y

Ju Yeon Choi

A M E R I C A N  A S S O C I AT I O N  O F  O R A L  A N D  

M A X I L LO FAC I A L  S U R G E O N S  D E N TA L  S T U D E N T  AWA R D

Neil Rufeng Ming

A M E R I C A N  D E N TA L  S O C I E T Y  O F  A N E S T H E S I O LO G Y 

H O R AC E  W E L L S  AWA R D  I N  O R A L  A N D  M A X I L L F O C I A L  S U R G E R Y

Andrew J. Bott

T H E  A M E R I C A N  CO L L E G E  O F  O R A L  A N D  M A X I L LO FAC I A L 

S U R G E O N S  W I L L I A M  H .  B E L L  AWA R D

Jonathan Tran

D R .  D E N N I S  L E E  S C H O L A R S H I P  AWA R D

Ju Yeon Choi

N E W  YO R K  S TAT E  S O C I E T Y  O F  O R A L  A N D  M A X I L LO FAC I A L 

S U R G E O N S  AWA R D

Shukran M. Babkir

A M E R I C A N  AC A D E M Y  O F  O R O FAC I A L  PA I N

Yuke Wei 



D I V I S I O N A L  E XC E L L E N C E  AWA R D  I N  O R A L  R A D I O LO G Y

Elissa Minju Kim

A M E R I C A N  AC A D E M Y  O F  O R A L  A N D  M A X I L LO FAC I A L  

R A D I O LO G Y  AWA R D

Junsik M. Lee

D I V I S I O N A L  E XC E L L E N C E  AWA R D  I N  O R T H O D O N T I C S

Kayla A. Gorelick

A M E R I C A N  A S S O C I AT I O N  O F  O R T H O D O N T I S T S  AWA R D

Michelle Bernstein

D I V I S I O N A L  E XC E L L E N C E  AWA R D  I N  P E D I AT R I C  D E N T I S T R Y

Jeffrey M. Huang

A M E R I C A N  AC A D E M Y  O F  P E D I AT R I C  D E N T I S T R Y  

C E R T I F I C AT E  O F  M E R I T  AWA R D

Caroline F. Hegemann

D I V I S I O N A L  E XC E L L E N C E  AWA R D  I N  P E R I O D O N T I C S

Alan Mograby

L I O N E L  A B Z U G  S C H O L A R S H I P  AWA R D

Mark M. Gettas

T H E  A M E R I C A N  AC A D E M Y  O F  P E R I O D O N TO LO G Y  AWA R D

Mark M. Gettas

N O R T H E A S T E R N  S O C I E T Y  O F  P E R I O D O N T I S T S  AWA R D

Alan Mograby

K E N N E T H  L .  S I E G E L  C D M  196 4 ,  196 6  S C H O L A R S H I P  AWA R D 

Brynn L. Gwartzman

Q U I N T E S S E N C E  AWA R D  F O R  C L I N I C A L  AC H I E V E M E N T  

I N  P E R I O D O N T I C S

Caroline F. Hegemann

D I V I S I O N A L  E XC E L L E N C E  AWA R D  I N  P R O S T H O D O N T I C S

Yarina Frias Guzman



A M E R I C A N  CO L L E G E  O F  P R O S T H O D O N T I C S  AC H I E V E M E N T  AWA R D

Martin R. Marquez

W HIP  MI X- H A N AU BE S T  OF THE BE S T  PROS TH O D ONTI C  AWA R D

Andrew J. Bott

A M E R I C A N  P R O S T H O D O N T I C S  S O C I E T Y  S T U D E N T  O F  

M E R I T  AWA R D

Kevin Chiang

W I L L I A M  H .  S I LV E R S T E I N  &  A L L A N  C .  S I LV E R S T E I N  

S C H O L A R S H I P  AWA R D 

Brynn L. Gwartzman

D I V I S I O N A L  E XC E L L E N C E  AWA R D  I N  S TO M ATO LO G Y 

Brynn L. Gwartzman

A M E R I C A N  AC A D E M Y  O F  O R A L  A N D  

M A X I O L LO FAC I A L  PAT H O LO G Y  AWA R D 

Junsik M. Lee

A M E R I C A N  AC A D E M Y  O F  O R A L  M E D I C I N E  C E R T I F I C AT E  O F  M E R I T 

Melissa Sea- Yi Yap

P I E R R E  FAU C H A R D  AC A D E M Y  S E N I O R  S T U D E N T  AWA R D 

Kyle Alfred

Q U I N T E S S E N C E  AWA R D  F O R  R E S E A R C H  AC H I E V E M E N T 

Maya A. Jeremias

B R I A N  D.  S TO N E  M E M O R I A L  AWA R D 

Samuel O. Cox



T H I R D -Y E A R  AWA R DS  O F  AC H I E V E M E NT
These awards were presented to students in the Class of 2025 as third year students 

 

T H E  A B R A H A M  A N D  M A R T H A  B A R N E T T  S C H O L A R S H I P

Ju Yeon Choi

J AC K  K L AT E L L  AWA R D

Shukran M. Babkir

M I LTO N  G .  S C H L E S I N G E R  R E S E A R C H  E XC E L L E N C E  AWA R D

Maya A. Jeremias

P I E R R E  FAU C H A R D  F O U N DAT I O N  T H I R D  Y E A R  AWA R D

Yuke Wei



OAT H  FO R  T H E  PRO FE SS I O N
AS A MEMBER OF A HEALTHCARE PROFESSION: I SOLEMNLY PLEDGE to dedicate 

my life to the service of humanity; THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF MY PATIENT 

will be my first consideration; I WILL RESPECT the autonomy and dignity of my 

patients; I WILL MAINTAIN the utmost respect for human life; I WILL NOT PERMIT 

considerations of age, disease or disability, creed, ethnic origin, gender, nationality, 

political affiliation, race, sexual orientation, social standing or any other factor to 

intervene between my duty and my patient; I WILL RESPECT the secrets that are 

confided in me, even after the patient has died; I WILL PRACTICE my profession with 

conscience and dignity and in accordance with the recognized standards of care; I 

WILL FOSTER the honor and noble traditions of the healthcare professions; I WILL 

GIVE to my teachers, colleagues, and students the respect and gratitude that is their 

due; I WILL SHARE my knowledge for the benefit of the patient and the advancement 

of healthcare; I WILL ATTEND TO my own health, well-being, and abilities in order to 

provide care of the highest standard; I WILL NOT USE my knowledge to violate human 

rights and civil liberties, even under threat; I MAKE THESE PROMISES solemnly, freely, 


