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CDM’S NEW CBCT explores inner space 
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In 1896, only one year after  erman 

physicist Wilhem Conrad Roentgen dis-

covered that ionizing rays could pene-

trate solid objects, a New Orleans den-

tist became the first in the United States 

to take an X-ray of teeth. Radiography's 

medical uses were quickly recognized, 

but its ability to see inside the body 

conjured up embarrassment, fears of 

death, and other, even more ludicrous 

ideas. A London firm actually advertised 

X-ray-proof suits, and a New York news-

paper reported that the College of 

Physicians and Surgeons beamed X-ray 

diagrams directly onto the brains of its 

medical students! 

During its early years, radiology generat-

ed many two-dimensional imaging tech-

niques. Then, in the second half of the 

20th century, the introduction of conven-

tional tomography, magnetic resonance 

imaging, and computed tomography 

made it possible to mentally construct 

three-dimensional images. Now, with the 

recent arrival of cone beam computed 

tomography (CBCT), designed specifi-

cally for craniofacial imaging, clinicians 

can access multiplanar, volumetric data, 

taken from one or more angles, each 

view a comprehensive whole. A powerful 

tool for visualizing teeth, pathologic 

lesions, and vital anatomic structures in 

the round, CBCT is creating a new rela-

tionship between dental surgeons and 

radiologists. 

Columbia's College of Dental Medicine 

installed a CBCT system this year, mak-

ing this advanced technology available 

to faculty, students, residents, and 

patients. Christos Angelopoulos DDS, 

MS, dental radiologist and CBCT expert, 

who joined CDM's faculty in May 2007 

as an associate professor of clinical den-

tistry, has been appointed director of the 

CDM Primus Notes, a newsletter of the 
College of Dental  edicine, is published 
twice annually. It is the sister publication of 
the annual CD  alumni magazine Primus. 

CBCT images (top) compared to those of the two-dimensional panoramic radiograph (bot-

tom), are able to show the exact side – palate or lip, location, and orientation of an 

impacted tooth in this young patient  

Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology 

Program at the College, where use of 

CBCT systems will be taught. Dr. 

Angelopoulos holds degrees from the 

Schools of Dentistry, Aristotle University, 

Thessaloniki,  reece, and the University 

of Missouri-Kansas City (UMKC). He 

earned his MS in Oral Biology, complet-

ed the  raduate Program in Diagnostic 

Sciences and Oral and Maxillofacial 

Radiology, and was on the Oral and 

Maxillofacial Radiology faculty at UMKC 

until moving to Columbia. A Diplomate 

continued on page 3 
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Dear Alumni and Friends, 

Advances in technology are 

changing the practice of den-

tistry and, by extension, have 

changed how the College of 

Dental Medicine (CDM) edu-

cates dental students and trains 

postdoctoral students and hos-

pital residents. 

Digital radiology has moved 

dental imaging forward rapidly, 

most recently with Cone Beam Computed Tomography (CBCT), 

to provide three-dimensional images of the head and neck for 

enhanced diagnosis, especially in oral and maxillofacial surgery, 

implantology, and orthodontics. We have installed CBCT sys-

tem at CDM, where it is used for both clinical and instruction 

purposes. This imaging technology is likely to be the new stan-

dard of care for our profession. 

Implant placement has been enhanced by the computer-assist-

ed Nobel  uide system. The system promotes less invasive sur-

gery by creating a surgical template from a CT scan of the jaws, 

allowing the surgeon to find the ideal placement, often without 

need for a mucoperiosteal flap. The Nobel  uide is used by 

CDM’s oral and maxillofacial surgery residents and our postdoc-

toral students in periodontics and prosthodontics. 

We have brought Cerec, a computer-assisted design/computer-

assisted manufacturing (CAD-CAM) technology, to our campus. 

Cerec is used by predoctoral students to convert images of 

teeth prepared for restoration into the actual structure needed, 

which they can place during the same treatment session. In 

addition, we have introduced ER, CR:YS   (Erbium) lasers for 

hard and soft tissue surgery. Fourth-year students receive pre-

clinical training in the technology, and residents in oral and max-

illofacial surgery and general dentistry, as well as postdoctoral 

students in periodontology, employ its clinical applications. 

New technology improves patient care and streamlines dental 

practice. Our challenge is to provide instruction for both basic 

clinical dentistry and new diagnostic and treatment systems, all 

within our four-year curriculum. It is a demanding and exciting 

challenge, and we are meeting it. 

Ira B. Lamster, DDS, MMSc 

Dean 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION plans 
stronger ties TO STUDENTS 

Lois A. Jackson, DDS, ‘77, Peds ‘80, President of the 

Association of Dental Alumni, is a woman with a mission. Dr. 

Jackson’s goal is to make the Alumni Association an integral 

part of the College’s activities. Her hope is that those who 

have attended CDM “will continue to be part of the 

Columbia ‘family,’ staying in touch and participating in CDM 

activities and plans...as teachers, and mentors.” Mentoring 

is one of the several ways in which CDM alumni have been 

strengthening their ties with students for a number of years. 

At a luncheon sponsored by the Alumni Association for sec-

ond-year students entering their clinic years, Dr. Jackson 

told them “We want to be a resource for whatever you need 

to know during your four years here...to help you in making 

decisions about your future." 

The Alumni Association seeks to increase the scope of activ-

ities offered to alumni and students and encourage lifelong 

interaction with the College. Its Executive Committee is 

working with student officers and affinity group leaders to 

help bring the various groups together and provide support 

for their activities. 
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from page 1, CBCT 
of the American Board of Oral and 

Maxillofacial Radiology (AAOMR) and 

member of the AAOMR executive com-

mittee, Dr. Angelopoulos is responsible 

for oversight and development of the 

College's oral radiology curriculum. He 

will also be involved with conceptual 

planning and implementation of a 

school-wide conversion to digital radi-

ography, and establishing a faculty prac-

tice in oral and maxillofacial radiology. 

Dr. Angelopoulos has already begun to 

present continuing education programs 

on CBCT. 

Conventional computed tomography 

(CT) is used medically to image all areas 

of the human body. The overlapping 

“slices” of targeted internal areas, 

reassembled as cross-sectional views, 

are created by a fan-shaped X-ray beam 

rotating around the patient lying on a 

slowly advancing table. CBCT, specifi-

cally designed for maxillofacial radiogra-

phy, uses a cone-shaped beam to take 

multiple images during a single, 10-20-

second rotation around the patient's 

head. Unlike fan beam tomography, the 

narrow CBCT beam can record 

mandible and maxilla simultaneously, or 

each alone, reducing radiation exposure 

and potential patient movement. 

Versatile, quick, safe, and easy, CBCT is 

accurate to almost two-tenths of a mil-

limeter. Its image quality for hard tissues 

like bone and teeth is generally much 

higher than medical CT. 

CBCT is making strong inroads in guid-

ing dental diagnosis and treatment. A 

2004-2006 survey of patient referrals to 

an oral and maxillofacial radiology group 

showed most requests for CBCT scans 

came from oral and maxillofacial sur-

geons (51%) and periodontology spe-

cialists (17%). Other requests were for: 

implantology planning (40%), surgical 

pathology exploration (24%), and tem-

poromandibular joint analysis (16%), as 

well as planning extractions of impacted 

teeth and assessing orthodontic needs. 

With cone beam's highly accurate meas-

urements of bone and jaw deformities, 

bone lesions, and changes of the jaw, 

dentists can determine a tooth's exact 

position relative to neighboring teeth 

and structures; discover anatomic abnor-

malities in roots, nasal fossa, and sinuses; 

and locate pathologies, such as cysts, 

tumors, and infections with great preci-

sion. Over half of CBCT studies, initiated 

for other purposes, uncover incidental 

pathologic anomalies, ranging from sim-

ple dental and sinus infections to benign 

and malignant tumors and blocked 

carotid arteries. CBCT technology prom-

ises to contribute to improved interoper-

ability between diagnosis and many 

types of treatments, though not for close 

examination of caries, because any large 

amount of metal in the oral cavity will 

interfere with imaging decay. The antici-

pated evolution of CBCT technology 

toward even smaller voxel size, however, 

may even improve the diagnosis of 

caries. 

While CBCT imaging is relatively easy, 

its reformatting, display, and interpre-

tation demand a high level of expertise 

Christos Angelopoulos DDS, MS 

and experience. In the New York area, 

dental practices will be able to refer 

patients to the CDM's Oral Radiology 

 roup for cone beam services, receiv-

ing imaging results on their own com-

puter screens and radiographic inter-

pretations for each scan made. Area 

dentists who use their own CBCT sys-

tem may also send scans to CDM for 

CT image interpretation. 

Dr. Angelopoulos cautions that cone 

beam radiography should be used only 

when needed. The leadership of the 

American Academy of Oral and 

Maxillofacial Radiology is currently 

developing appropriate selection crite-

ria for the use of cone beam diagnostic 

procedures in the profession, a topic 

included in Dr. Angelopoulos's instruc-

tion to his CDM students. He sums up 

his approach to the use of dental tech-

nology, saying: “Everything depends 

on the wisdom of professional judg-

ment. We need to know when to use 

what!” 
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CDM salutes... 
ALUMNI AND FACULTY LEADERSHIP 

The College of Dental Medicine is pleased to announce the 

appointments of the following full-time faculty: 

ROSEANNA  RAHAM ‘05, MA, assistant professor of clinical 

dentistry, to teach in the preclinical and clinical predoc-

toral programs. 

 EOR E JENKINS, DMD, assistant professor of clinical den-

tistry, to teach in CDM’s triage unit. 

RAQUEL SILVERA, DMD, assistant professor of clinical den-

tistry, to treat DentCare patients at the Columbia Dental 

North and Thelma Adair sites. 

DANA WOLF, PERIO ‘05, DMD, assistant professor of clinical 

dentistry, to direct the predoctoral periodontics program. 

AN ELA YOON ‘03, MA, MPH, assistant professor of dentistry 

in the oral and maxillofacial pathology and oral medicine 

program, where Dr. Yoon is engaged in oral cancer 

research. 

CANDICE ZEMNICK, PROSTH ‘05, DMD, MPH, MS, assistant pro-

fessor of clinical dentistry, as director of predoctoral 

prosthodontics. 

DR. JENNIFER BASSIUR, new director of the Center for Oral Facial 

and Head Pain, has been appointed assistant professor of clin-

ical dentistry in the College of Dental Medicine, Section of 

Hospital Dentistry. Dr. Bassiur holds a DDS from the University 

of Maryland. She completed a general practice residency at 

Mount Sinai Medical Center and a two-year residency program in 

Orofacial Pain and Dysfunction at the UCLA School of Dentistry. 

She obtained board certification in Orofacial Pain in 2006. 

BURTON EDELSTEIN, DDS, MPH, chair, Section of Social and 

Behavioral Sciences, and professor of clinical dentistry, testi-

fied in March 2007 before the House of Representatives 

Energy and Commerce Committee, Health Subcommittee, 

on dental Medicaid and the State Children’s Health Insurance 

(SCHIP) programs. Dr. Edelstein spoke following the death of 

12-year-old Deamonte Driver from a brain abscess secondary 

to a dental infection. The hearing, televised on CSPAN, drew 

a large audience, including many members of Congress. 

MAR OT JAFFE 80, PEDS ‘81, ORTHO ‘85 appeared on the CBS 

Early Morning Show in April to discuss a surprising rise in 

dental disease among children in the United States. April 

2007 figures from the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention showed that although oral health improved for 

most Americans from 1988 to 2004, about 28 percent of two-

to five-year-olds have cavities in their baby teeth, a strong 

increase from about 24 percent nearly a decade ago. Dr. 

Jaffe spoke with CBS 

Morning Show anchor Harry 

Smith, explaining why baby 

teeth are important and sug-

gesting ways that parents 

can help to keep their tod-

dlers free of cavities, includ-

ing drinking fluoridated 

water, brushing immediately 

after snacking, and limiting 

sugar in their diets. 

DR. LOUIS MANDEL, assistant dean for Extramural Hospital 

Programs and clinical professor of dentistry, who is a salivary 

gland expert, will speak at the American Thyroid Association 

Meeting on October 6th, 2007. Dr. Mandel will also speak in 

October at the Second International Congress on Salivary 

 land Disease, sponsored by the University of Pittsburgh 

School of Medicine and its Department of Otolaryngolgy. 

Professor of Dentistry PANOS N. PAPAPANOU, DDS, PHD, who 

chairs the Section of Oral and Diagnostic Sciences and is 

director of the Division of Periodontics, will serve a five-year 

period as councilor to the Periodontal Research  roup of the 

International Association for Dental Research. Dr. Papapanou 

will also receive the American Academy of Periodontics 

Clinical Research Award in October at the Academy’s 93rd 

annual meeting in Washington, DC. 

BURTON WASSERMAN, DDS, chairman of the New York 

Presbyterian Healthcare System for Dental Services, New York 

Hospital Queens and Wyckoff Heights Medical Center, has 
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CDM salutes... 
been appointed general dentist for the 

Periodontics Review Committee of the 

Commission on Dental Accreditation. 

DR. LAUREEN ZUBIAURRE, who earned a 

Master of Science degree in Supervision 

in Science Education from Teachers 

College in May, plans to enter the 

College’s doctoral program in Science 

Education. Dr. Zubiaurre recently com-

pleted a one-year fellowship in the 

ADEA Leadership Institute, which 

began in June 2006 in Kennebunkport, 

Maine, and ended at the 2007 ADEA 

Convention in New Orleans. 

Eight faculty from CUMC’s professional 

schools, three from CDM, have been 

named  lenda  arvey Teaching 

Academy fellows for 2007. The 

Academy was created in 2005 in mem-

ory of  lenda  arvey, MD, after her 

death in 2002. A P&S alumna and fac-

ulty member, Dr.  arvey was admired 

as an outstanding clinician and teacher 

who trained more than 3,000 medical 

center students. The Academy’s mis-

sion, inspired by Dr.  arvey’s career, is 

to recognize excellence, reward 

achievement, and promote innovation 

among faculty members at the Medical 

Center. The CDM  arvey Fellows are: 

JAMES FINE, DDS, associate professor of 

clinical dentistry, Periodontics and Oral 

Diagnostics; MICHAEL S. YUAN, DDS, 

PHD, assistant professor of clinical den-

tistry, Orthodontics; and HEERA 

CHAN , DDS ‘98, MD, assistant profes-

sor of clinical dentistry, Division of Oral 

and Maxillofacial Surgery. 

COLUMBIA RESEARCHERS 
SPEARHEAD INITIAL BS/ONJ 
CONFERENCE AT NYAS 

The first major conference discussing 

recent reports on the relationship of bis-

phosphonate treatment with osteo-

necrosis of the jaw (ONJ) was held at the 

National Academy of Sciences, 7 World 

Trade Center, on May 17. Initiated by 

research scientists from Columbia 

University Medical Center to “review 

what is known and needs to be learned 

about this emerging issue in patient 

care—to develop a consensus on the 

definition of ONJ, as well as to explore 

potential risk factors and pathogenic 

mechanisms of ONJ and strategies to 

move research forward,” the event was 

attended by 140 dentists, physicians, 

research scientists, and students, who 

came from medical centers throughout 

the nation and the world. 

The organizing committee for the con-

ference was led by John P. Bilezikian, 

MD, Columbia University College of 

Physicians and Surgeons and John T. 

 rbic, DDS, MMSc, Columbia 

University College of Dental Medicine. 

Dr. Bilezikian chaired the morning pre-

sentations and Dean Ira Lamster led 

the afternoon program. Regina 

Landesberg, DMD, PhD, Columbia 

University College of Dental Medicine, 

presented on “Potential Mechanisms in 

the Etiology of ONJ.” A major objec-

tive for the conference committee was 

to encourage the initiation and facilita-

tion of multidisciplinary collaboration 

on these important topics. 

The conference proceedings will be pub-

lished in the Annals of the New York 

Academy of Sciences as well as other sci-

entific journals. The program was partially 

supported by educational grants from 

Merck & Co. Inc., Novartis, and The 

Alliance for Better Bone Health (Procter & 

 amble Pharmaceuticals and Sanofi-

Aventis U.S. LLC). 

IN MEMORIAM 
The College of Dental Medicine is 

sad to report the loss of three 

esteemed Professors Emeriti during 

the 2006-2007 academic year: 

SIDNEY L. HOROWITZ, ORTHO ‘49 

(December 13, 2006); AUSTIN 

KUTSCHER '46, (May 30, 2007); and 

NICHOLAS DI SALVO '45, ORTHO '57, 

(June 8, 2007). Further information 

concerning memorial events will 

appear in the obituary section of the 

2007 Primus alumni magazine. 
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REUNION DAY 2007 
The College of Dental Medicine opened its Class Reunion Day 

Celebration on May 4, 2007 with a continuing education ses-

sion at the Russ Berrie Medical Science Pavilion  Associate 

Dean for Student and Alumni Affairs Martin J  Davis ‘74, Peds 

‘75, welcomed the audience and introduced Director of the 

National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research 

Lawrence A  Tabak ‘77, PhD, who spoke on “Facing the 

Future ” Associate Clinical Professor Steven B  Syrop ‘80 and 

Jeffrey Laughlin, MPH ‘08 followed Dr  Tabak with a report on 

their recent experience in the CDM Global Initiative program  

In the afternoon, Dean Ira B  Lamster presented the State of the 

School Address, and CDM Capital Campaign Chairman 

Thomas Connolly ‘77, Perio ’80 shared the goals of the cam-

paign with the audience  Alumni President Lois Jackson ’77, 

Peds ’80 presented the Distinguished Alumni Award to Ralph 

Kaslick ’59, Perio ’62, former Dean at Fairleigh Dickison 

University College of Dental Medicine  The session closed with 

advice on estate planning and elder law from Marc Leavitt, 

Esq , son of Professor Joseph M  Leavitt ‘40  Tours of the col-

lege were followed by a cocktail reception and dinner  

top: Classmates and friends gathered on May 4th to honor 

Ralph Kaslick ’59, Perio ’62, who was presented with the 

Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award for outstanding con-

tributions to the profession of dentistry at Class Reunion Day  

Standing left to right: Herbert Frommer '57, Bernard Biron '59, 

Dr  Kaslick, Ted West, clinical professor of dentistry, Dean Ira 

Lamster  

center: Dean Lamster (second from right) with Reunion Day 

speakers Jeffrey Laughlin '08, Director of the National Institute 

of Dental and Craniofacial Research Lawrence Tabak '77, and 

Associate Clinical Professor Steven Syrop '80  

bottom, Class of 1967: Robert Miner, Donald Stammer, Stephen 

Kaplan, Richard Smith, Joseph D'Onofrio  

6 
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top: Irving Tregerman '82, Michael Rechter '82, Assistant Clinical 

Professor of Dentistry Michelle Mirsky '77, Allan Kucine '82  

center, Class of 1987: Eileen Morrissey, John Toumanios, Virginia 

Mitchell, Sumner Schwartz  

bottom, Class of 2002: Gabriela Hricko, Michael Kalimian, 

Jonathan Mender, Renee Kunen Litvak, Michelle Kreiner Lieberman, 

Alexis Fermanis, Garo Nazarian, Chang Han  
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CDM AND EARTH INSTITUTE will share 
$1.5 MILLION from anonymous donor 

for  lobal Villages help 
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Dental patients are often limited to eye-rolling or gurgling 

responses while their doctors chatter on above their heads. 

But one patient, who had an early morning emergency visit in 

Dr. Steven Syrop’s office last winter, listened intently until the 

final words of the doctor’s story before attempting any 

response. What held his interest was Dr. Syrop’s recounting of 

his stay in an Ethiopian village in the fall of 2006. He had trav-

eled there as one of a team of international health care special-

ists working under the direction of Dr. Jeffrey Sachs, Director of 

Columbia’s Earth Institute. The group’s objective – to examine 

village residents and prepare a report on the state of their 

health -- fulfilled one of the first steps in the UN  lobal Villages 

project to alleviate extreme poverty in rural sites around the 

world (Primus Notes, Spring 2007). When Dr. Syrop’s story 

ended, his patient uttered just one simple sentence, “I want to 

help.” And, after exploring the mission’s needs with Dr. Sachs 

and Dean Ira Lamster, that is exactly what he has done. His 

desire to help has been resolved with an anonymous gift of $1.5 

million, over the next five years, which will be of paramount 

importance in speeding the project’s success. 

From this very generous gift, the College of Dental Medicine 

will receive $100,000 a year to underwrite its participation in the 

 lobal Villages project. The funds will be used to develop cur-

riculum and provide training for CDM faculty and postdoctoral 

students who will travel to villages selected for community 

assistance. These professionals will help to construct health 

plans suitable for each site, and will also instruct selected vil-

lagers in the execution of basic treatment models for a number 

of common complaints and emergency situations. Faculty and 

residents from CDM’s Pediatric Dentistry Division have been 

chosen to travel to Africa this fall, working in both Rwanda and 

Tanzania. 
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STUDENT salutes 
PHILIP K. JOSEPHS ‘08, a third-year dual 

degree (MPH/DDS) candidate at CDM, 

was one of 40 medical or dental students 

throughout the United States to attend 

the June 2007 Primary Care Leadership 

Training Program at UC San Francisco. 

The applicant pool was described as “particularly strong” 

and the review process as “very competitive.” Each year’s 

program, sponsored by the American Medical Student 

Association (AMSA) and Foundation, is organized around a 

specific health issue, which attendees learn how to address 

both locally and nationally, and decide what role health pro-

fessionals should play in resolving the problem. 

In 2006, CARMEL DUDLEY ‘07, mentored by Associate Dean 

Martin Davis, was one of 10 grantees from 57 dental colleges 

in America and Canada to participate in the first year of the 

American Dental Careers Fellowship Program (ADCFP). This 

year, NEERU SIN H ‘08, whose mentor is Dr. Laureen 

Zubiaurre, became the second CDM student so honored. 

The program, launched by an ADEA/AADA partnership in 

2006, addresses the national problem of academic recruit-

ment for dentistry by demonstrating the benefits and rewards 

of teaching. ADCFP grantees, guided by their mentors, 

serve as instructors, undertake biomedical/clinical research or 

dental education projects, and complete a poster presenta-

tion for the AADR/ADEA Annual Session. Each fellow receives 

$4,000 as a stipend and to cover travel expenses. 

Four members of the 2007 CDM graduating class have 

received the College’s first Delta Dental Foundation 

Scholarship awards. Dean Lamster picked KEITH DASILVA, 

CARMEL DUDLEY, ANTHONY PROUSI, and DAVID TAVELIN as the 

Delta award recipients of $2,500 each in recognition of their 

academic and leadership skills. The honors were announced at 

the Dean’s Senior Farewell Luncheon in May, with Dr. Cheryl 

Lerner, a representative of the Dental Delta Foundation in 

attendance. 

EU ENE KO and NANCY OKEKE, both class of 2010, are among 

the 12 winners chosen from 4,300 first-year dental school stu-

dents across the country to receive National Institute of Dental 

and Cranial Research (NIDCR) Summer Student Awards (SDSA). 

During the eight-week internship, the SDSA program offers a 

cutting-edge research experience in oral health to dental stu-

dents early in their professional education. 
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50TH BIRNBER  DAY PRO RAM ATTRACTS RECORD NUMBER OF STUDENT ENTRANTS 
As the 50th recipient of the Birnberg toral table presentations in its history. 

Research Award, Ralph V. Katz, DMD, Entrants whose work was singled out for 

MPH, PhD, professor and chair, mention include: Betty Chen ‘08, to rep-

Department of Epidemiology and resent CDM at the 2007 Hinman 

Health Promotion, NYU College of Research Symposium; Helaman 

Dentistry, spoke to an enthusiastic audi- Erickson ‘08, to represent CDM at the 

ence of student researchers, their men- 2007 ADA meeting; and Karl C. 

tors, classmates and faculty, on March Bruckman ‘08, to represent CDM at a 

29, 2007. Dr. Katz’s lecture was titled: 2007 Oral Health (Public Health) nation-

“Are We ‘Racing Towards Race’ or al meeting. Payam Afzali ‘09, Jin Soo 

‘Erasing Race’ in Research? Some Bae ‘07, Betty Huang ‘09, Sylvia Lin ‘07, 

Findings on Race in Research.” The Tracy Shen ‘08, Angie Chin ‘08, and 

2007 Birnberg Research Day attracted Josh C. Wolf ‘09 all received honorable 

the largest number of pre- and postdoc- mention in their categories. 
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COMMENCEMENT 2007 
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above: During CDM’s 2007 commencement, Senior Associate Dean 

Letty Moss-Salentijn presented Associate Professor of Clinical Dentistry 

and Clinical Medical Informatics John Zimmerman with the Edward 

Zegarelli Teaching Award for dedicated and compassionate teaching of 

dental students  

below: Dr  Samuel Pritz ‘33 spoke to the class of 2007 at their com-

mencement ceremony on May 16  Dr  Pritz, who began his dental stud-

ies at Columbia during America’s Great Depression, compared his own 

student years with those of the graduates, citing major changes in the 

economic times, as well the demographic and gender composition of 

their class  He concluded by telling his audience he believed they were 

one of the best CDM classes in years, and wished them a long, happy, 

and healthy life – presumably one just like his own  

above: Roy E  Lasky, executive director of the New York State Dental 

Association for the past 17 years, was guest speaker at this year’s College 

of Dental Medicine commencement  Mr  Lasky is a leading authority on 

state politics and legislation in relation to the profession of dentistry, who 

has guided many NYSDA initiatives through passage, including stipula-

tions for dental licensure and legislation that authorizes dentists to per-

form physical examinations prior to admitting patients for hospital treat-

ment  His comments to the graduates gave insight into an important 

aspect of the careers upon which they were about to embark  

below: Alexandra E  Baranetsky BS '75, DDS '80 received The University 

Alumni Medal for 2007 at this year’s University commencement  Dr  

Baranetsky, who graduated from the Fu Foundation School of Engineering 

and Applied Science in 1975, earned her dental degree from the College of 

Dental Medicine in 1980  She has a practice in general dentistry in 

Union, New Jersey  Dr  Baranetsky is seen here at the award ceremony 

with Columbia Alumni Association board members  
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For further information regarding these events and courses, 
please contact Melissa Welsh at 212-305-6881 or EVENTS & CE COURSES mmw7@columbia.edu. 

B AMDJ DB S MS P HDMAR NMP HMS W MB ADDS MPAMI AMFA 

Connected by degrees .  

Find your CDM classmates 
with the University-wide alumni directory. 

Log in today: 
www.dental.columbia.edu 
and click on "alumni directory." 

Welcome! You're one degree 
closer to everyone on the planet. 
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September 28 
“3D Imaging in the Dental Office.” 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Columbia University Medical Center. [3 Credits] 

Saturday, 
September 29 

Alumni Reception at ADA Annual Session. 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. Jillian's at Metreon, 101 4th Street (at 
Howard), San Francisco, CA. 

Tuesday, 
October 9 

New Jersey Alumni Study Club Meeting. 
“Orthodontic Intervention for  eneral Practitioners.” 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Nobel Biocare Training Facility, 
Mahwah, NJ. [2 Credits] 

Wednesday, 
October 10 

“Implant Treatment Strategies for the Partially 
Edentulous Patient.” 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Columbia 
University Medical Center. [3 Credits] 

Wednesday, 
October 17 

Westchester/Rockland Alumni Study Club Meeting. 
“CEREC....Where We Are Today.”6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Helen Hayes Hospital, West Haverstraw, NY. [2 
Credits] 

Saturday, 
October 20 

College of Dental Medicine 90th Anniversary  ala. 
6 to 11 p.m. Low Memorial Library. Columbia 
University Morningside Campus 

Monday, 
October 29 

Percy T. Phillips Memorial Lecture. “What do we 
stop teaching to address oral-systemic linkages in 
the curriculum?” 4 to 5 p.m., Columbia University 
Medical Center [1 Credit] 

Tuesday, 
October 30 

Percy T. Phillips Seminars. 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Columbia University Medical Center 

Wednesday, 
November 7 

“Differential Diagnosis of Oral Lesions.” 
8 to 11a.m. Columbia University Club. [3 Credits] 

Wednesday, 
November 14 

“Medical Emergencies in the Dental Office.” 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Columbia University Medical 
Center. [3 Credits] 

Wednesday, 
December 5 

“Associateships: The Road to Success or the Path 
to Disappointment?” 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Columbia University Medical Center. [3 Credits] 

Friday, 
December 14 

“Tobacco Cessation Intervention and The Oral 
Health Effects of Tobacco Products.” 
8 to 11 a.m. Columbia University Club. [3 Credits] 

Friday, 
January 18 

“Practical Infection Control. 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., CPR 
Recertification.” 1 to 4 p.m. Columbia University 
Medical Center. [3 Credits per session] 
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primusnotable 
VINCENT B. ZICCARDI ‘89 
Q. DR. ZICCARDI, AS AN ACADEMICIAN 

AND A SPECIALIST IN TRI EMINAL 

NERVE MICROSUR ERY YOU BELON  

TO THE WORLD OF SCIENTIFIC SCHOL-

ARSHIP AND RESEARCH AS WELL AS 

THAT OF MEDICAL SKILL. WHAT 

ATTRACTED YOU TO SUCH A COMPLEX 

COMBINATION OF KNOWLED E AND 

EXPERTISE? 

A. I became familiar with dentistry as I was 

growing up, because my mother managed 

the office of a family friend who was a den-

tist. I saw a lot of him at his work and thought 

the profession looked like an attractive area 

to pursue in the health sciences. 

Q. WAS YOUR DECISION THE RI HT ONE? 

A. Oh, yes. Occasionally I think I might have 

enjoyed getting an MBA, but my wife is a 

corporate lawyer, so I have a vicarious rela-

tionship to the business world. 

Q. YOU WERE A CHEMISTRY MAJOR AT 

NYU, EARNED YOUR DDS AT COLUMBIA, 

AND YOUR MD AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 

PITTSBUR H. WHAT WAS COLUMBIA’S 

MOST IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION TO 

YOUR CAREER? 

A. Well, I certainly received great prepara-

tion for the rigors of medical school from my 

education at Columbia. Also, Dr. Steve 

Roser, my CDM mentor, was very influential 

in my decision to become an oral and max-

illofacial surgeon. 

630 WEST 168TH STREET 

NEW YORK, NY 10032-3795 

Q. YOU WERE ON MT. SINAI’S OMFS FAC-

ULTY FROM 1995 TO 1997, THEN 

ACCEPTED AN APPOINTMENT TO 

UMDNJ’S DEPARTMENT OF ORAL AND 

MAXILLOFACIAL SUR ERY, WHERE YOU 

BECAME RESIDENCY PRO RAM DIREC-

TOR IN 1998 AND CHAIR IN 2002. WHY 

DID YOU DECIDE TO ENTER ACADEMICS 

RATHER THAN PRIVATE PRACTICE? 

A. The challenges and rewards of teaching 

were made obvious by the many excellent 

professors I've been privileged to study with. 

The world of academics is also a constant 

source of new ideas and insights, inspired by 

and shared with both students and col-

leagues. Last year I attended the ADEA 

Institute, where my group’s theme was how to 

achieve faculty retention. That was a valuable 

exchange with experienced peers. 

Q. WITH RESPONSIBILITY FOR YOUR 

DEPARTMENT, COMMITTEES, CLASSES, 

SUR ERY, PRESENTATIONS, AND PUBLI-

CATIONS, IS THERE ROOM FOR ANY-

THIN  ELSE IN YOUR LIFE? 

A. I do a lot of landscaping at home and 

some skiing at our place in the Poconos. 

Neither one is easy on my bad knees, but I 

enjoy both very much. 

Nonprofit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PA ID 
New York, NY 
Permit No. 3593 



COLLE E of DENTAL MEDICINE 

VOLUNTEER FACULTY MEMBERS 
A tremendous thank you to the CDM volunteer faculty members listed here, 

who selflessly devote their time and energy to teaching and mentoring our 

students. Working closely with part-time and full-time faculty members and the 

administration, CDM's volunteers are essential in helping to advance the 

educational mission of the College. They deserve our utmost gratitude. 
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Puglisi, Arthur W, Operative Dentistry 
Ragonesi, Cheryl J., Behavioral Science 
Raiber, Robert B, Behavioral Science 
Ramos-Rodriguez, Calix, Community 
Randi, Anthony, Prosthodontics 
Ranjitkar, Anuja, Operative Dentistry 
Rapiejko, Judith A, Oral Surgery 
Ratcliffe, Donald R, Operative Dentistry 
Ratner, Steven, Operative Dentistry 
Reddy, Sarina A, Endodontics 
Reyes, Maritza, Community 
Reynolds, Stacey C., Pediatric Dent 
Riklin, Bernard M, Operative Dentistry 
Ro, Sang Y., Endodontics 
Rogow, Paul N, Oral Surgery 
Rojas, Ana S., Operative Dentistry 
Rooney, Sean, Orthodontics 
Rosenberg, Dara, Oral Surgery 
Rosenthal, Lester E, Prosthodontics 
Roser, Steven M, Oral Surgery 
Roth, Jack S., Endodontics 
Rothschild, Jay, Periodontics 
Rowan, Joseph E, Behavioral Science 
Royzman, Daniel, Periodontics 
Rubin, Esther S., Operative Dentistry 
Rubins, Louis I, Prosthodontics 
Rudensky,  eorge, Operative Dentistry 
Ruggiero, James A, Oral Surgery 
Ruisi, Joseph P., Orthodontics 
Sabol,  erald F, Prosthodontics 
Santise, Roger P, Operative Dentistry 
Santos, Paula P., Operative Dentistry 
Savin, Michael B, Periodontics 
Scarola, John M, Prosthodontics 
Schaffer, Rebecca, Operative Dentistry 
Schenkel, Andrew B., Operative Dentistry 
Schiffman, Leonard E, Oral Surgery 
Schmidt, Ann Marie, Periodontics 
Schoenberg, Morton, Operative Dentistry 
Schwartz, Yonatan, Operative Dentistry 
Scrivani, Steven S, Operative Dentistry 
Sedgwick, Thomas , Behavioral Science 
Segelnick, Stuart L., Periodontics 
Seidman, Daniel F, Behavioral Science 
Seldin, Leslie W, Behavioral Science 
Senzer, Jeffrey S, Endodontics 

Sessler, Jane, Operative Dentistry 
Shekib, Shahram, Operative Dentistry 
Sherman, Peter, Oral Surgery 
Shin, Linda, Endodontics 
Siegel, Kenneth L., Periodontics 
Siegel, Lawrence R, Orthodontics 
Sinnarajah, Narmatha, Pediatric Dentistry 
Smith, Stanley W, Oral Surgery 
Solomon, Charles S, Endodontics 
Sonnenberg, Edward M., Pediatric Dent 
Spaulding, C. Ronald, Oral Surgery 
Spear, Liraz, Pediatric Dent 
St. James, Stephen, Periodontics 
Stachel, Sheldon D, Operative Dentistry 
Stern,  ary W, Oral Surgery 
Stoupel, Janet, Periodontics 
Strife, Peter H, Behavioral Science 
Sturman, Malcolm I, Oral Surgery 
Su, James Y, Oral Surgery 
Syrop, Steven B, Oral Surgery 
Tannenbaum, Paul J, Periodontics 
Tartaix, Philip, Orthodontics 
Tedesco, Lisa, Community 
Tejeda-Moquete, Evelyn R., Pediatric Dent 
Teredesai, Monica , Orthodontics 
Thompson, Albert J, Community 
Tolpin, Bernard B, Oral Surgery 
Torrese, Dante M, Prosthodontics 
Turk, Wayne Eric, Pediatric Dent 
Uccellani, Ennio L, Prosthodontics 
Ureles, Steven D, Community 
Valauri, David V, Oral Surgery 
Varlamos, Sonia, Periodontics 
Vora, Carina Vero, Operative Dentistry 
Wasserman, Burton S, Community 
Weissman, Bertram J, Oral Surgery 
West, Theodore, Periodontics 
Williams, Dwight, Oral Surgery 
Wilson, Thomas, Oral Surgery 
Wolinsky, Barry R, Oral Surgery 
Zedeker, Daniel Lee, Pediatric Dent 
Zegarelli, Peter J, Oral Surgery 
Zeidman, Andrew E., Oral Surgery 
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Aaronson, Howard N, Endodontics 
Abjanich, James, Prosthodontics 
Achacoso-Porter, Irene  , Endodontics 
Adler, Melvin J, Pediatric Dent 
Adler, Sean C, Pediatric Dent 
Alexander, Ricardo, Oral Surgery 
Ali, Mahmoud A, Prosthodontics 
Allen, Tracy, Community 
Ambinder, Robert L, Endodontics 
Asher, Eric S., Prosthodontics 
Askalsky, Alexander, Operative Dentistry 
Badner, Victor, Community 
Bahadori, Sheila, Operative Dentistry 
Bailey, Lawrence, Community 
Baker, Martha C., Behavioral Science 
Baser, Ulku, Periodontics 
Behrens, Barry L, Periodontics 
Berger, Julius R, Oral Surgery 
Best, Jed Marshall, Pediatric Dent 
Bijoor, Renuka, Behavioral Science 
Bilik, Elena, Orthodontics 
Birnbaum, Ronald E, Operative Dentistry 
Blechman, Abraham M, Orthodontics 
Bockler, Martin, Operative Dentistry 
Bohlin, Dennis P, Behavioral Science 
Borrell, Luisa N., Community 
Bovino, Brian F., Oral Surgery 
Bovino, Laurie A, Orthodontics 
Boyd, Alvin T, Operative Dentistry 
Boyd, Justin S., Operative Dentistry 
Boyd, Norman W. III, Prosthodontics 
Boyd, Norman W. Jr., Operative Dentistry 
Bramante, Marino A, Orthodontics 
Breiman, Andrew S, Oral Surgery 
Brody, Steven M, Oral Surgery 
Brown, Matthew, Oral Surgery 
Brustein, Scott B, Orthodontics 

Buehler, Edgar L, Behavioral Science 
Burakoff, Ronald P, Behavioral Science 
Burkes, Jeffery R, Oral Surgery 
Calero-Breckheimer, Ayxa, Community 
Capan, Natalie, Orthodontics 
Caponigro, David, Oral Surgery 
Cardo, Vito A., Jr., Oral Surgery 
Carmichael, Daniel T., Oral Biology 
Celebi, Julide T, Oral Surgery 
Cha, Jenny, Operative Dentistry 
Chalfin, Henry E., Endodontics 
Chen, Shiuann-Rong, Orthodontics 
Chen, Winston Wen-Jong, Endodontics 
Chesney, Arnold W, Operative Dentistry 
Cho, Steven, Oral Surgery 
Christiano, Angela, Oral Surgery 
Chu, Paul, Pediatric Dent 
Chung, Chih C, Operative Dentistry 
Chung, Se-A, Operative Dentistry 
Ciccio, Joseph A, Jr, Orthodontics 
Cochin, Arnold M, Operative Dentistry 
Cohen, Ira J, Operative Dentistry 
Colella, John M., Oral Surgery 
Comizio, Joseph  , Orthodontics 
Connolly, Thomas J, Behavioral Science 
Dadaian,  ary, Operative Dentistry 
Dane, David S., Endodontics 
Darlington, Tanya D, Community 
Deesen, Kenneth C, Operative Dentistry 
Defilippis, Dino M, Oral Surgery 
Delia,  ina, Operative Dentistry 
DeLisi, Joseph C, Jr, Operative Dentistry 
DeLorenzo, Michael, Operative Dentistry 
Demarest, Peter B, Orthodontics 
Demby, Neal A, Community 
Diament- olub, Jamie, Pediatric Dent 
DiMango, Anthony L, Oral Surgery 
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Disick, Ellis R., Operative Dentistry  reenberg, Alex M, Oral Surgery King, James R, Oral Surgery Mascia, Vincent E, Orthodontics 
Dobkin-Wild, Renee, Pediatric Dent  reene, Lynn A, Oral Surgery Kiriakopoulos,  eorge C, Pediatric Dent Mashioff, Lorraine S, Behavioral Science 
Dorfman, Jeffrey D., Operative Dentistry  uhl, Meralee  , Oral Surgery Kittay, Irving, Oral Surgery Mathews, Jenny, Periodontics 
Doty, Stephen B, Oral Biology Ha, Seong Im, Periodontics Klein, Shari Brem, Periodontics Mc uire, Deidra, Orthodontics 
Dourmas-Papazahariou, Maria, Oral Surgery Hahn, Steve T., Prosthodontics Klein, Steven M, Behavioral Science Melcer, Samuel, Operative Dentistry 
Duong, Michael, Orthodontics Hamilton, Christine L, Oral Surgery Klotz, Robert S, Oral Surgery Mellana, Frank L, Operative Dentistry 
Dym, Harry, Oral Surgery Hatakeyama, Takayo, Periodontics Knepper, Robert M, Periodontics Melone, Paul J., Orthodontics 
Ellison, Solon A., Oral Surgery Heaney, Kevin, Operative Dentistry Kreiner, Michelle A., Pediatric Dent Mendell, Nelson I, Endodontics 
Ephros, Hillel D, Oral Surgery Helfer, Allen R, Endodontics Kreiner-Litt,  eri L., Pediatric Dent Menillo, Steven, Operative Dentistry 
Epstein, Daniel D, Operative Dentistry Hendell, David I, Operative Dentistry Laifook, Martina S, Oral Surgery Merritt, Milton P, Orthodontics 
Evans, Caswell A, Community Hindin, Allen, Community Langer, Laureen, Periodontics Mihalow, Diane M, Operative Dentistry 
Ezra, Neal, Oral Surgery Hoffman, Charles, Oral Surgery LaSota, Eugene P, Prosthodontics Miller, David J., Operative Dentistry 
Fan, Theresa, Operative Dentistry Hoffman, Paul J., Prosthodontics Lazow, Stewart K, Oral Surgery Miller, Patricia, Oral Surgery 
Farr, Daniel H, Oral Surgery Holtzman, Lawrence, Oral Surgery Lee, Dennis, Oral Surgery Miner, Robert D, Prosthodontics 
Fearon, Joseph, Oral Surgery Hong, Jacqueline, Operative Dentistry Lee, Kelly, Periodontics Mohadjeri Franck, Nathalie, Operative Dentistry 
Feredjian, Berdj, Operative Dentistry Horne, Edwin C, Oral Surgery Lehrer, Richard A, Operative Dentistry Momtaheni, David, Oral Surgery 
Ferrara, Michael, Operative Dentistry Huang, Linda, Oral Surgery Leifert, Melvyn M, Orthodontics Mondello, Thomas, Operative Dentistry 
Feygin, Lybov , Operative Dentistry Hudecz, Joy, Orthodontics Leifert, Michael, Orthodontics Montana, Ronald A, Behavioral Science 
Fialkoff-Cohen, Ana, Oral Surgery Iofin, Alexander, Endodontics Levi, Jack, Endodontics Morales, Joseph F., Operative Dentistry 
Fleer, Marshall B, Orthodontics Isaacson, Robert J, Orthodontics Levine, Maura, Periodontics Morea, Dennis N, Prosthodontics 
Freeman, Adam, Oral Pathology Israel, Howard A, Oral Surgery Levy, Barnet M, Behavioral Science Mori, Judith, Community 
Fried, Alvin D, Operative Dentistry Jackson, Lois A, Pediatric Dent Levy, Irwin, Oral Surgery Morrow, John T, Community 
Friedman, Joel, Oral Surgery Jaffe, Margot H, Pediatric Dent Lieberman, Benn L, Oral Surgery Mossaded-Rezvani, Brooke, Operative Dentistry 
 allois, Robert J, Orthodontics Jarjoura, Karim, Orthodontics and Periodontics Lighter, Adam W., Operative Dentistry Nadler, Solomon, Operative Dentistry 
 anik, Ron, Endodontics Jesse, James T. , Operative Dentistry Lin, Tzong-Hann, Periodontics Nahoum, Henry I, Orthodontics 
 arcia, Jose, Operative Dentistry Joseph, Alfred C, Operative Dentistry Lin, Victor Sow-Cheng, Periodontics Neary, Matthew J, Behavioral Science 
 ates, Paul E, Oral Surgery Jutkowitz, Steven H, Operative Dentistry Linden, Jeffrey W, Endodontics Nisselson, Harvey S, Periodontics 
 ehani, Rekha C, Orthodontics Kahn, Norman, Oral Biology Lish, Bruce J., Operative Dentistry Odrich, Johanna, Operative Dentistry 
 ermain, Alexandra, Operative Dentistry Kallis, John N, Oral Surgery Littman, Lawrence C., Orthodontics Olivari, James R, Operative Dentistry 
 ershenson, Peter M., Operative Dentistry Kamen, Paul R, Periodontics Litvak, Renee, Endodontics Orenstein, Ira H, Operative Dentistry 
 ibbs, Eric Paul, Orthodontics Kaminker, Martin Alan, Oral Surgery Lopresti, Anthony, Oral Surgery Owens, David, Oral Surgery 
 inzburg, Madeline S, Oral Surgery Kang, Yung C, Operative Dentistry Lubarr, Alan R, Behavioral Science Padukone, Maitreya A, Operative Dentistry 
 lasser, Dean Eliot, Oral Surgery Kaplan, Andrew, Oral Surgery Lucca, John J, Prosthodontics Panchacharam, Winston, Oral Surgery 
 liedman, Monroe M, Orthodontics Kaplan, Stanley M, Endodontics Luccarelli, Steven J, Orthodontics Papandrikos-Bayiokos, Argiro, Pediatric Dent 
 old, Steven I, Periodontics Karabin, Susan D, Periodontics Macdonald, Daniel E, Periodontics Pardi, Victor A, Orthodontics 
 oldberg, Michael J, Oral Surgery Karmally, Wahida, Behavioral Science MacRae, Roderick, Community Parise, Frank B, Oral Surgery 
 oldberg, Steven J, Oral Surgery Karsh, Fraya I., Periodontics Maiberg, Roman, Prosthodontics Park, Shany, Orthodontics 
 oldin, Joel, Prosthodontics Katz, David J., Operative Dentistry Mandel, Irwin D, Oral Biology Passarelli, Lawrence, Prosthodontics 
 oldman, Harriet S, Oral Surgery Kaufman, Elan, Pediatric Dent Mann, Carol, Endodontics Pavelchek, Michael J, Operative Dentistry 
 oldmann, Ernest, Oral Surgery Kellert, Mitchell, Endodontics Mannella, Aaron, Pediatric Dent Peracchia, Roberto, Pediatric Dent 
 ong, Jean, Orthodontics Kerecz, John C., Orthodontics Marder, Michael Z, Oral Surgery Petrazzuolo, Vincent, Prosthodontics 
 oodman, Fredric E, Endodontics Kim, Hyeong Chan, Periodontics Marder, Robert W., Operative Dentistry Philbert, Rawle F., Oral Surgery 
 ottsegen, Robert, Periodontics Kim, Min C, Operative Dentistry Mark, Leonard J, Operative Dentistry Pianpiano, Joseph Jr, Operative Dentistry 
 ranger, Albert L, Endodontics Kim, Paul, Operative Dentistry Markowitz, Kenneth J, Endodontics Pitman, David P, Periodontics 
 rannum, Charles F, Prosthodontics Kim, Seon-Mi, Periodontics Marouni, Michael B, Orthodontics Pomerantz,Jeffrey M., Operative Dentistry 
 rant, Alex M, Behavioral Science Kimura, Hiroshi, Periodontics Martin, Paul W, Oral Surgery Pritz, Samuel P, Operative Dentistry 
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